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A headful of holidays 


A colourful Christmas ‘angel’ as modelled by Dave Richards 
AKA Deva. PHOTOGRAPHER: SIMON BURROUGHS 


Some in the gay press seem to think so, 
based on his new book The End Of Gay. 
Outlooks spoke with him recently in 
Calgary—and we'll let you be the 
judge of that. 


Whether you’re spending the holidays 
with the relatives or close gay 
compadres, here are a few things to 
keep you stylish for the season. 


A chat with Joel Schumacher 
and Philip Seymour Hoffman 
about their new flick dragging 
its way into a theatre near you 
this holiday season. 


We wish you the very best for the 
holiday season. Watch for the January 
issue Of Outlooks on New Year’s Eve. 

| would like fo thank everyone involved, 
including the writers, editors, 
advertisers, production staff, suppliers, 
and of course, you, our readers, for 
making 1999 a great year 
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PUBLISHER’ S COLUMN 


by Roy Heale 

After much media hype, here it is: the last 
month of the last year of the twentieth century. 
Not many people are around for the turn of a 
century, but a millennium is even rarer to 
experience personally. This is perhaps the 


A time for 


the twentieth century and what we may expect 
in the new millennium. 

If we look back to ancient Greek or 
Roman times, we find that homosexuality was 
far more accepted and male bonding was a 
form of demonstrating mutual respect 
amongst soldiers and everyday citizens. 
During the days of the French court of Louis 
XIV, powdered wigs and heavy makeup were 
a sign of male sophistication and “high 
society” acceptability. 

Yet by the time he became recognized as 
a brilliant playwright in the nineteenth 
century, Oscar Wilde’s homosexual 
relationship with Lord Alfred Douglas cost 
him his career and placed him in jail for a long 
period of his life, despite his having a wife and 
children. 

So what we learn is that, just like fashion, 
times change and what is acceptable in the 
past may become unacceptable in the future— 
and vice versa. The pendulum swings both 
ways and society at the time decides which 
way to push it, never stopping to think whom 
or which groups may become social outcasts 
forced into hiding. 

In the last century, people have witnessed 
such incredible developments as television, 


time to reflect upon how life has changed in airplane flight, fax machines, cell phones and 
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the Internet, to name a few startling things that 
had a major impact on society. With these 
giant leaps forward, other parts of our society 
have only changed at a snail’s pace. Many 
groups, from women to aboriginals to ethnic 
minorities, have fought for every small gain 
on the road to equality. For the gay and 
lesbian population, the victories on the way to 
equality have been small and hard-fought. In 
Canada, we have seen Bill 32 in Quebec 
recognizing same-sex common-law spouses 
as having the same rights and _ social 
obligations as their homosexual counterparts. 
A similar ruling in Ontario has just taken 
place. Meanwhile, in Alberta (thanks to 
Delwin Vriend) we have only achieved equal 
status within the Human Rights code. All of 
this as the twentieth century draws to a 
close—and the same time that the world 
witnessed the heinous slaying of a young man 
named Matthew Shepard, a victim of the most 
atrocious gay bashing in recent times. 
Whatever happened to the famous quote by 
Pierre Trudeau when he stated “government 
has no business in the bedrooms of the 
nation”? 

What, then, can we all look forward to in 
the next century? For sure, our new cars will 
be full of high-tech gimmicks, our basic 
kitchen stove will do ‘amazing things (like 
have two ovens that can each be set at 
different temperatures) and our computers 


BEAUTIFUL, AFFORDABLE 
WINDOW FASHIONS... 
WHETHER YOU'RE CREATIVE 


will control even more of our lives under the 
guise of making things easier. If we survive 
the predictions of doom and gloom at 
midnight on December 31st, will we really 
wake up to a new dawn and times changing 
for the better? Is a new millennium in and of 


itself a time for change? And how will the 
pendulum swing in the struggle for equality of 
gays and lesbians? 

Having lived through the latter part of the 
last century, I’m excited by the changes I’ve 
witnessed, albeit too slowly and often at a 
very high emotional price. But the 
anticipation of what lies ahead must must be 
looked upon as a challenge—perhaps the 21st 
century belongs to us! 

As you celebrate the festive season, 
steeped in family and religious traditions, take 
a moment to think of your goals for the new 
year. Think of your personal challenges, your 
career goals and your dreams for a change in 
society’s attitudes towards your lifestyle. 
Celebrate the coming of a new millennium 
full of hope, optimism and new technology, a 
period in which you can play a part when 
pushing that pendulum towards equality for 
all. As an individual, you can make a 
difference, and each individual effort counts 
towards a collective force for change. Never 
lose sight of the fact that time must be used 
wisely and enjoyed to the fullest. 
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Dear Editor, 

Congratulations to Darrin Hagen for 
addressing the problem of addiction in 
the GLBT community. It is often an 
issue that gets little or no discussion in 
our community, yet it seems to affect a 
great many of us. 

I am a recovering alcoholic whose 
life has been devastated by this disease. 
Recently I sought help, and I’m now 
slowly beginning to develop some self- 
respect and rebuild my life. The process 
of recovery is not an easy one, but it is a 
life-long journey of personal growth and 
learning that I would not trade for 
anything. Alcoholism is indeed a form 
of homophobia that has silently been 
killing for years. 
Unfortunately, there are people in the 
world that would like to see us perish. 
Why are we helping them by killing 
Alcoholism is one of the 
most common “gay bashers” in society. 

Certainly not everyone in our 


many of us 


ourselves? 


community has an addiction problem, 
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but forty percent is a number that should 
not be ignored or downplayed. By 
healing ourselves, we can also help each 
other. I hope there is more discussion 
within the community and in this paper 
about alcoholism and drug addiction. 

K. Erickson 


Dear Editor, 

I would like to thank Outlooks and, 
more specifically, the writer Pat Johnson 
for finally including something about a 
transgender individual in the last issue. I 
was very moved and inspired to learn 
about Jamie Lee Hamilton’s courage to 
stand up and be counted not only as a 
person, but as a politician as well. 
Coming to terms with who you are is 
difficult enough at the best of times, but 
to move beyond this or even “come out” 
as transgendered to others is a much 
greater step. Thanks again for 
introducing me to a wonderful new role 
model. 

M’ Shell, Edmonton 


209-2925 


We want your letters. Sign your name and include your 
address and phone number. All letters are subject to 
editing—and please, no more than 400 words. Write to: 

Outlooks, Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. SW, __ 
Calgary AB T2T OB2 or email outlooks@cadvision.com 


To All The Traitors At Outlooks 

How dare you do articles on 
domestic abuse and substance addiction 
in the gay community?! I couldn't 
believe my eyes when I looked at the 
November issue and saw these negative 
things in print. Isn’t it bad enough that 
people hate us for being gay? Do we 
have to talk about all of this other stuff, 
too? Whatever happened to putting on a 
brave face or putting your best feet 
forward? 

If we tell straight people that we 
have problems it only gives them more 
fuel in a fire of hate. Those articles were 
very damaging and irresponsible—I bet 
Klein is laughing right now. 

T.M., Calgary 


The editor responds, 

For better or worse, the gay 
community is pretty much on par with 
any others in our society when it comes 
to flaws and weaknesses as human 


beings. Unfortunately, these problems 
do exist and, in acknowledging them, 
we help bridge that gap that somehow 
creates camps of “us and them” in 
communities of people—gay or 
straight. I’m sorry that this has caused 
you concern, but it is a painful process 
realizing, acknowledging and 
correcting these problems. 


Communication—honest 

communication—is an essential part of 

making negative issues positive ones. 
—Ed. 
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Scouting toward sensitivity 


A new Scout troop has been 
established in Toronto for gays 
and lesbians aged eighteen to 
twenty-six. This is the first of its 
kind in North America, and a 
troop is being considered for 
youths, although sexual 
orientation is less than clear at 
that age. Founders and Scouts 
Canada received a_ rapid 
response both from new 
members and concerned callers. 
The troop is advertised as openly gay, for boys and girls, 
and is not restricted to gays or lesbians. The intended 
purpose is to provide a safe and supportive environment 
for gay youths, as well as straight, where they can 
benefit from the traditional esteem and skill-building 
aspects of the scouting movement. Co-founder Bonte 
Minnema, twenty-three, has been in the scouting 
movement since he was five, and says that, “scouting 1s 
more than just outdoor stuff. It’s all about young people 
reaching their full potential.” When we consider the 


higher rates of depression and 
suicide among gay and lesbian 
youth, the benefits are easily 
seen. 

Unfortunately, in the United 
States, lawyers for the Boy 
Scouts of America have asked 
the Supreme Court to maintain 
the organization’s ban on gays. 
The move follows an August 
decision by the New Jersey 
Supreme Court, which ruled that 
the Boy Scouts had illegally discriminated against an 
assistant scoutmaster dismissed because he revealed his 
homosexuality in a newspaper article. 

If you'd like to know more, their website is located 
at Www.queerscouts.org. As it is very new, listings are 
sparse, but the troop bylaws are posted, along with 
space for events and an ‘online’ troop, links to gay 
community resources, related press releases and a 
lighthearted ‘heterosexuality’ quiz. 

—Cory Loshney 
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Annual Christmas Show 


A Christmas Tradition 
A presentation of miniatures and small 
size paintings by Gallery artists 


December 2-24, 1999 


Joseph Pearce “Morning Departure, Canada Geese” 
Lithograph © 19° x 27" 


Johanne Corno “Soft Torso” * Oil * 60" x 48" 


Corno Art Show 
ALWAYS OPEN 
www.artmode.com 


Pierre Bédard “L'Hiver En Clair Obscur™ 
Oil * 16" x 20° 
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by Darrin Hagen 
SAVAGE: ON TOUR 


Just got into town, and the right-wing 
press is already breathing down your neck? 
Welcome to Alberta, Dan Savage. 

Edmonton’s See magazine got a call 
recently from Alberta’s (now Canada’s) 
fundamentalist monthly, Alberta Report. 
Apparently, they think the weekly 
entertainment rag should be distributed in 
sealed plastic to shelter kids from the 
“pornographic” content in Savage Love, the 
syndicated sex column written by Dan 
Savage. The column in question concerned 
circumcision and the Report wanted to 
know if Savage writing about his son’s 
circumcision (or lack of it) could be 
considered exploitational. The column was 
co-authored by John Collinson, the 
Winnipeg deejay who ranted on his show 
about “diesel dyke school board members” 
in regards to a high school gay and lesbian 
awareness program. Good thing they never 
saw the piss-drinkers collection, they might 
have connected it to the scene in Savage’s 
book where The Kid pees all over Dan’s 
sweater as he changes a diaper. 

While in The Big Onion, Savage made 
appearances like mad. Every other moment 
he spent writing in his hotel room: the new 
Savage Love installment, plus his regular 
contributions to www.salon.com (a popular 
e-magazine) and a _ column for 
www.ABC.com. Unfailingly witty, 
charming and snarky, despite his total lack 
of rest, Savage is a breath of fresh air during 
an interview: honest, bitchy and full of 
enough common sense to make everyone 
stand up and take notice. 

Savage’s book launch was attended by 
a hundred people of all types. An irate MD 
challenged him on his remarks concerning 
breastfeeding. Savage had to agree that the 
daddy/daddy situation didn’t really allow 
for easy access to breastfeeding. One man 
in the front row had a nasty tone to all of his 
questions, even asking “Hey, what’s with 
the bodyguards?” as if that showed that 
Savage was afraid of what his remarks 
could cause. Savage replied that it was See 
magazine’s idea, but considering that the 
front row dude was being so antagonistic, it 
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probably wasn’t such a bad suggestion. 


“The two male hustlers back in my hotel 
room, however, were my idea. It’s in my 
contract,” the writer quipped. 

A woman asked if he had ever had sex 
with a woman. “Have you?” he asked. 
Then, “That was an awfully long pause, 
madam.” 

The question that Savage is surely 
getting tired of is “What are you going to do 
when your kid comes home from school in 
tears because he’s being tormented by 
bullies about his daddies?” Iis answer? 
“Tt’s like a 100% forecast of rain: we know 
it will happen. And, like any minority 
parent who has to deal with intolerance, we 
have to prepare him—and us—for that 
day.” 


SAVAGE: ON RADIO 

CJSR’s sassy Gaywire program, 
wonderchild of the equally sassy 
hostperson Kristy Harcourt, had a special 
live studio audience for Savage’s 
appearance on their annual fund drive show. 
Once he realized that it’s (sort of) legal to 
swear on Canadian radio—provided the 
questionable language is in context— 
Savage proceeded to “contextualize”. Then 
the s**t-eaters discussion began. He also 
assisted in the pledge drive madness, 


Dounte Petew WMemorial 
Devou Mills aud friends present a benefit 
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by a minimum $3 donation at the door. 
Saturday, Decenber 18, 12:30 am 


effering See magazine’s Richard Cairney’s 
oral services for the first $1000 pledge. 
“And I don’t mean your Canadian play 
money, I mean a thousand real US dollars!” 
(I offered Cairney my kneepads, but to no 
avail.) As a parting gift, host Harcourt 
presented a truly Canuck offering: an 
authentic CJSR toque; Savage admired its 
generous “reservoir tip”. 


SAVAGE: ON TV 

I meet Savage at Orlando Books at 
10:00 a.m. He hasn’t slept since he landed 
at 4 a.m., and still has a column to write. 
We tape a short interview on adoption for 
Help!TV and I ask him what the future 
holds for Daryl (the Kid), Daddy Terry and 
Daddy Dan. “Well, we'll have a quiet, 
normal life, then he’ll hit puberty and hate 
us for screwing him up. And then he’II turn 
eighteen and decide we weren’t really that 
awful after all,” Savage says. “Pretty much 
the same as any ordinary family—except 
that his dads are a couple of c**ksuckers.” 
This resulted in another ‘take.’ Then, when 
asked if he has some baby pictures, he pulls 
out The Kid with him and Terry. “Yes, it’s 
true, I’m married to a fifteen-year-old,” he 
laughs, pointing out his partner’s youthful 
looks. Another of The Kid with one of his 
smiling grandmas follows. “We call him 
Moonhead because his head is so round.” 

The next day, he arrives at the 
ACCESS studio to appear on the Friday 
SexHelp show. He still hasn’t slept and, in 
fact, dozes off for a moment on the guest 
couch before the show starts. He hosts a 
chat room to deal with some of the more 
explicit questions that the viewers might 
have. But not before host Tasha Larson 
mentions that some of the questions he 
deals with are, well, a little bizarre. People 
drinking urine, for example. Savage replies 
that most of the people that write to him 
don’t really have problems, they just want 
permission to act on their fantasies. “I don’t 
give advice, I write permission slips,” he 
offers. “And then I warn them of things 
they should consider. If you want to be a 
piss-drinker, you should know what you’re 
getting into. But there’s nothing wrong 
with it. In fact, there is pee in this glass 
right now!” He picks up his water glass and 
takes a huge swig. 

Why is a gay guy qualified to advise 
about sex? Savage quips: “Well, I’ve had a 
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lot of sex, and I have an opinion. Dear 
Abby has no credentials, just opinions. No 
one questions her ability to dispense 
advice.” 

In the chat room some of the issues 
raised/discussed are: getting back the sex 
drive after pregnancy; a girl who wanted to 
get her boyfriend into anal stimulation; a 
girl whose boyfriend likes to watch same- 
sex porn (“Tf it’s girl-girl porn, that’s pretty 
common. If it’s boy-boy, he probably won’t 
be your boyfriend for long”); girlfriend 
hating the taste of sperm; boyfriend hating 
texture of vagina (“That is the texture. I’m 
sorry, but they don’t come in Formica’); 
multiple orgasms leading to 
unconsciousness—you get the picture... 


SAVAGE: ON STAGE 

One hundred and fifty queer and queer- 
positive audience members crowd into the 
Loud N’ Queer Cabaret to meet Dan 
Savage for a Q&A session. He 
immediately complains about the chair 
provided (granted, it was a little low), but 
when the offer is made to find him a new 
one, he retorts, “No, thanks. I'd rather 
complain!” The questions asked are 
surprisingly tame: is it possible that heteros 
are more screwed up about sex than us? 
“Straight people are way more hung up on 
what ‘normal sex’ is. Most gay people have 
adjusted already to having the world think 
they’re bizarre or freaky,” Savage opines. 
“Coming out is scary enough that questions 
like ‘Am I sexually normal?’ just don’t 
concern us as much.” One audience 
question that seems logical enough is “How 
can you tell if you’re going home with an 
insane person?” Savage launches into a 
“safety chat’: talk to him for a while before 
you leave, watch for signals that your trick- 
to-be is uncomfortable. in the environment, 
etc. Then he turns dead serious and tells the 
story of a friend who made the mistake of 
going home with Jeffrey Dahmer. “They 
found his head in the fridge.” End of topic. 

Savage hung around to watch act two 
of Loud N’ Queer, and seemed to have a 
gay old time. Everyone congratulated him 
on upstaging me, despite the fact that I was 
wearing a disco-ball shirt and had a 
spotlight. The local media made sure to 
comment that he had left me speechless 
numerous times during the evening. 
Bitches. 


* portraits 
e fashion 
* commercial 


tel: 277 8957 cel: 830 3446 
e-mail: superburroughs @ hotmail.com 


And the survey says... 


With Y2K hype reaching near-fever 
pitch, we have all been a bit distracted from 
the ‘day-to-day’. Once we overcome the 
hurdle (or will it be one?) of January Ist, 
2000, the staff of Outlooks will be busily 
preparing for another milestone: our third 
anniversary in March. 

At this time, we reflect on the changes 
that have occurred with the publication, 
and look toward other changes and 
improvements that can be made in the 
years to come. A key component in this 
process is the information gathered through 
the Reader’s Surveys that ran in the 
October ‘99 issue of the paper. 

The responses this year were 
overwhelming, both in volume and scope, 
with readers writing in from Victoria to 
Halifax and points in between. 

One of the more interesting points that 
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emerged is in the number of people who 
identify as being openly gay. In looking at 
the two previous years’ results, we have 
seen the percentage rise, due in part 
perhaps, to advances made in the areas of 
human rights and social awareness here in 
Canada. It was also encouraging to see that 
on average, each copy of Outlooks is read 
by 3.2 people, many of whom do not read 
daily newspapers in their respective 
communities. The number of female 
readers has risen substantially also. 

As usual, your responses indicate that 
the average Outlooks reader is between 
twenty-six and forty-five years old, 
professionally employed, well-educated 
and an urban dweller with an annual 
income of over $44,000 annually. As well, 
forty-two percent of respondents own their 
own home, a close second to the forty-four 


New Year's Eve 
A Tieless Affair 
‘ Millennium Buffet featuring foods from around the world 
&-10pm °- Doors open 7 pm 


Dinner > Champagne ° Party Favors + After Midnight Snacks 
Tickets $50.00/couple $27.50 single * Limited tickets, book early 


MCC Christmas Eve Service 
December 24 
Service 11:00 p.m. 
Carol Singing 10:30 pm 


Closed Christmas Day ° 
Open 2 pm Boxing Day 


First Brunch 2000 


New Millennium Day 
Buffet w/ champagne and OJ 
12 pm-3 pm 
Presale $10.95 {reserve by Dec. 23) 

At door $12.95 
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Season’s Greetings! 
1742 10" Ave SW. Calgary Phone: 263- 7411 
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percent who rent their properties. 

Results indicate that issue-related 
editorial, business profiles, Out and About 
features, CD reviews and Hearth and 
Homo rank high on your list of favourites. 

As always, we love to hear your 
feedback, regardless of whether or not it’s 
channeled through official surveys. You 
may send your comments, concerns and 
queries to: 


outlooks@cadvision.com 


or 
Box 439, Suite 100 
1039 17 Avenue SW 
Calgary, AB 
T2T OB2 
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A new ouilet for coming out 


by Derek Antonio 

A month ago, a new youth group was 
formed in Calgary, the fifth of its kind in the 
city’s history. Replacing the defunct I-Dentity 
(1995 — 1999), The Youth Project, sponsored 
by the Gay and Lesbian Community Services 
Association plans to take on the challenge of 
providing peer support to queer youth right 
where I-Dentity left off. Except, of course, 
they plan to do it better. And what will define 
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youth in this new group? Well, in their eyes, 
as long as you’re under twenty-five you’re 
more than welcome to stop by. Chances are if 
you’re older than that you probably won’t find 
much benefit from the group anyway. 

Providing services to queer youth isn’t an 
easy task and so The Youth Project is using 
the same format of I-Dentity, which was peer 
support services based on a “youth helping 
youth” concept. “This format encourages 
youth to help other youth in dealing with their 
life situations. Ultimately, they all kind of go 
through the same things—often at the same 
times—so they’re able relate to each other and 
learn from each other’s experience,” says Tim 
Farrugia, one of the project’s facilitators. 

Not having the “responsible adult” helps 
members feel more relaxed and at home, like 
they’re just hanging out with friends rather 
than talking to someone who may be 
perceived as more threatening, like an adult. 
This also gives them the chance to really 
“own” their group and make it what they want 
it to be. ‘““We want people who come to feel 
like its their group and hope they feel 
empowered to change whatever it is they 
don’t like,” Farrugia stresses. 

I’ve often thought of youth groups as 
small queer communities because they kind of 
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live in a world of their own and aren’t really 
like any other queer demographic. The 
diversity factor of a youth group is just the 
same (if not greater) than what’s out there in 
the adult community. The key to running a 
successful group is essentially through trial 
and error. It’s so hard to decipher what’s 
going to work and what isn’t, that you must 
take risks in order to get anywhere. 
“Understanding that you can’t please 
everybody is a hard lesson to learn” explains 
Farrugia. “It’s very easy to get trapped in the 
way of thinking that a youth group must exist 
only within four walls of a building and that 
you can’t do anything except bring in 
speakers, watch movies, and have hour long 
discussions about religion.” 

I’m sure there’s people out there who 
envision a queer support group much like an 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting, where 
everybody stands up and says “Hi, my name 
is Derek and ’'m a homosexual.” You laugh, 
but it’s really the only idea that most of us 
have of support groups. While The Youth 
Project is not like that, it still takes a certain 
amount of courage to walk into a room full of 
thirty strangers who stare at you as you sit 
down. Of course, once you realize everyone 
feels the same way you do, it becomes a much 


less threatening environment. 

It’s vital that youths bring as much to the 
group as they take out; otherwise it creates a 
dysfunctional atmosphere. “A peer support 
group isn’t like a trip to the movies, you’re 
there because you’re there for yourself,” 
Farrugia emphasizes. So in other words don’t 
go expecting to be wined, dined and 
entertained—it’s not always a party. Go to the 
meeting with an open mind, rather than a 
cynical attitude: you’re far more likely to gain 
something from your experience. You almost 
need to have a reason to go to a group like The 
Youth Project, whether it’s because you think 
you might be queer, or want to meet new 
friends or just want to help other youth come 
out. Maybe your reason is to find out more 
about STD’s or to figure out why your 
relationship isn’t working. Youth groups 
aren’t merely social hang outs, they can also 
offer resources for the curious and create 
opportunities for growth as individuals. 
“Society is still rather ignorant about such 
issues as sexuality, and it’s still not being 
properly represented to youth in high 
schools,” says Farrugia. “The group is here 
for people who not only seek validation, but 
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want to be in a environment that promotes 
individuality, self discovery, and progressive 
behavior.” 

Youth groups are certainly not for 
everyone and for many people they’re just 
something to do for a certain period (coming 
out for example) until it’s time to move on and 
explore other things. We think about things 
differently as we get older, our values and 
ideas change; how we look at ourselves also 
changes. When I look back at the two years 
that I directed I-Dentity Youth, or even in 
reading some of my old columns from that 


period, ’'m amused by some of things I 
believed at the time. My understanding of 
sexuality is different now and I feel less 
compelled to label myself by participating in 
events that are based solely on sexual 
orientation. In our respective queer 
communities, there are plenty of opportunities 
to get involved with queer activities, queer 
groups, and queer environments, but the 
greatest question is why? Not meaning to 
slam any organizations out there, but I think 
that some of us are coming to a point as 
individuals where we don’t necessarily need 
to live out the queer dream of walking down 
the street waving a pride flag. We don’t feel 
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the desperate need to have queer friends, or do 
queer things. Our social lives aren’t based on 
the fact that we’re queer, rather on things we 
really want to be doing. For some this may be 
hitting a gay bar or two, but for many others 
it’s the last thing on their minds. After all, 
being gay is more a sexual distinction that a 
social one. 

For those who are coming to terms with 
their sexuality, or wanting to become involved 
in the community, groups like The Project 
give the option to congregate with other queer 
youths. You may find it to be your groove, but 
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by Cindy Filipenko 

In less than twenty-five days, the 
leading 
In slightly more 


escalating madness 
Christmas will be over. 
than three weeks there will be no more 
worrying over securing the perfect gift 
which will, in turn, win you the undying 
love and respect of the recipient of said 
bauble. In under a month, Christmas will 
have come and gone and most of us will 
resume breathing at our previously 
enjoyed rate of respiration. 

The holidays (and since I’m speaking 
from a_ pseudo-Christian frame_..of 
reference this term will be interchangeable 
with Christmas) make people crazy. We 
spend too much, eat too much and try to 
visit too many people in too little time. 

And why do we do this? To capture a 
feeling that advertising correctly assumes 
that most of us want to experience. Even 
the most hardened of cynics among us can 
find their cold, crunchy hearts cracked by 
a well-placed Telus ad. 

There’s with that 
Christmassy feeling and, indeed, it may be 
one of the few things that makes urban life 
truly enjoyable. For a brief window of 
approximately ten days prior to the event 
of super-gargantuan proportions, people 
treat each other with a certain politeness, a 
type of neighbourly deference. On some 
level we all know that this collective 
genteel behaviour is of a time-limited 
nature; therefore, we embrace it, reflect it, 
enjoy it... and then move on. 

The real question here is why can’t we 
employ a similar mode of operation when 
it comes to the actual day or (heaven 
forbid) days of Christmas? 

Most of us have simply not learned 
the skills necessary to survive the season 
and emerge intact. Because part of our 
collective lore is that Christmas is a time 
of year to which we all look forward and 
enjoy with complete hedonistic abandon— 
admitting to feelings that are less than 
utterly joyous is an act of cultural treason. 

As queer folks, we seem to have a 
spectacularly tordinate amount invested 
in Christmas. It’s as if the fact we share 
few, if any, of the values of our families of 


up to 


nothing wrong 


origin ceases to count. It’s like we really 
begin to believe in the pages of the Sears 
Wish Book, with its endless photos of 
happily families in pajamas. 

“Hey, if I fork out a little extra on the 
parents’ gift, maybe we’ll look just as 
happy as that family on page 296!” you 
think, the fact that the child 
shown on page 296 is an eleven-year-old 


negating 


and this spring you'll be thirty-three. You 
imagine yourself looking particularly cute 
and elfin in a pair of green long john-style 
pyjamas, when in fact such an ensemble 
would render you more similar to Kermit 
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Yule get through it 


the Frog after a couple of years hard 
living. 

Obviously, facts and fantasies tend to 
get mixed up at this time of year. Our 
dreams and desires wreak havoc with our 
realities and, as a result, our expectations 
go through the roof. 

So how does one cope during the 
Yuletide? Here are a few thoughts: 


Survival Tip Number One: 

Go to the liquor store on December 
23. Purchase two bottles of spirits and one 
bottle of decent liqueur. Do not cheap out. 
Ingest the spirits at a rate of 1.5 ounces per 
hour. Pass out. Upon awakening each 
morning drink 4 ounces of liqueur. Keep 
comfy, keep numb. All alcohol should be 
gone by midnight Christmas night. 


Survival Tip Number Two: 

Join a quasi-religious cult that does 
not Observe the season in any way. Spend 
Christmas either fasting 
or selling quality 
blooms at a _ large 
international airport. 


Survival 
Number Three: 

Throw yourself 
into Christmas. 
Embrace the crappy, 
campiness of it all and 
become the most 
devoted festive fan 
i ma ¢ 1 Neasbelees 
Approached with equal 
cynicism and mania, 
this solution will also 
serve to make you a 
most popular holiday 
host. 


Tip 


Survival 
Number Four: 
Grow up and deal 


Tip 


with it. (Yikes! That 
looks a little harsh...) 
It’s’. a bitter “pill Sto 


swallow but the fact 
remains that Christmas 
isn’t going away 


anytime soon—it’s too damned important 
for our economy. The fact you didn’t get 
a bike when you were eight is sad, but it’s 
really, really over. Your family is going to 
be pretty much the way they are any other 
time of the year, although probably 
intensified thanks to unrealistic 
expectations and the warming effects of 


eggnog. 


Survival Tip Number Five: 

Starting on December 45th, indulge 
heartily in a diet comprised entirely of 
sugary snacks, which should induce a 
diabetic coma that will last until New 
Year’s (this is, of course, dependent upon 
your family’s health history—good luck.) 
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Christmas was not an-invention to 
make humanity miserable. It’s merely a 
Christian marker which has become a 
marketing phenomenon. There is nothing 
inherently anti-gay about exchanging gifts 
with those we love. In fact, it’s pretty 
nice. 

Christmas will be whatever you 
choose to make it. You can become a 
basket case trying to setup a variety of 
Kodak moments or you can relax and 
observe as the holiday unfolds around you. 
So, you crazy creatures of free will, set 
your boundaries, lower your expectations 
and enjoy the time off from work. Merry 
Christmas from the west coast. 
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by Pat Johnson 

Vancouver’s civic election Noy. 20 
proved to be a not-very-gay day for some. 

There are still more openly-gay or 
lesbian elected officials~in this city than in 
most others, but two gay incumbents went 
down to defeat. 

Alan Herbert, a first-term city councillor, 
and Alan Fetherstonhaugh, the chair of the 
city’s elected park board, both crashed and 
burned. Their ejections were foreshadowed 
by their earlier failure to win renomination 
from the centre-right party, the so-called Non- 
Partisan Association. Both 
independents and both fell well short of 
winning in the daunting election, in which all 
candidates are forced to run citywide. It’s an 
expensive and difficult slog for independents, 
as two other NPA castoffs also discovered that 
night. 

The results leave one gay city councillor 
and one gay and one lesbian park 
commissioner to hold up Vancouver’s 
reputation among the world’s most gay- 
friendly electorates. 

Though there were bisexual candidates in 
the left-wing opposition, they were not among 
the five successful ones who made inroads 
against the NPA monolith. 

Despite all, gay issues like crime and 
safety failed to make headlines in the 
campaign, mostly because everyone was on- 
side. (Gays, lesbians and safety: good. Crime: 
bad.) 

The defeat of Herbert and 
Fetherstonhaugh, alas, cannot be put down to 
anything as simple as homophobia. 

Herbert’s undoing seems to have come 
over a liquor licensing issue. It may be 
difficult for outsiders to comprehend, but 
British Columbians are apparently very 
susceptible to the curse of drink. For this 
reason, the provincial government and city 
councils must be extremely careful not to 
make alcohol easily accessible in social 
settings like nightclubs or gay bars. The 
provincial legislation is tied in to civic zoning 
and a mess of other intergovernmental red- 
tape, such as the size of television screens 
allowed in a place where beer might be 
ingested. Alan Herbert, from the very start of 
his career (before he became a councillor), has 
railed against these rules, arguing that they 
impede, among other things, the natural 
development of the gay community. The 
scarcity of nightspots means big lineups are 
common at Vancouver’s limited number of 
gay establishments. 

Eventually, Herbert went toe-to-toe with 
his council colleague Lynne Kennedy (the 
head of the city’s Liquor Licensing 
Commission) and was vocal in his support of 


ran as 


a particular proposal for a new gay pub 
application. 

Nothing wrong with that, technically, but 
behind the scenes some people said Herbert 
was a bit too pushy about the issue. The NPA, 
since 1938 always a little more like a tea party 
than a political party, didn’t seem to like the 
waves. 

The debate in the gay community got a 
bit heady, with one commentator referring to 
Kennedy as the “Anita Bryant of the north,” 
which was wildly unfair because Kennedy 
has never evinced any anti-gay bias in a 
decade on council nor has she sung gospel 
professionally. 

Come the nomination meeting, Herbert 
was gone. 

Similarly Alan Fetherstonhaugh. Though 
the Vancouver park board is not the most 
prominent political position in Canada, you 
wouldn’t guess that from the press 
Fetherstonhaugh garnered in the past couple 
of months. 

There has been a simmering dispute 


between the park board and neighbouring 
municipalities. The park board is charged with 
protecting the city’s beloved and sacred 
Stanley Park from the encroachment of 
development or increased traffic on the roads 
that run through the 1,000-acre woods. On the 
other hand, the park’s causeway is a main 
thoroughfare through which thousands of 
careen daily—and the 
suburbanites wanted the road widened. 

Not one tree would be cut down to make 
more room for cars, said Fetherstonhaugh. 
Not safe, said the suburbs. Drive slower, said 
Fetherstonhaugh. Wait ‘til the election, said 
the suburbs. Out of our party, said the NPA. 

There was more to it than that, of course. 
Fetherstonhaugh has also been accused of 
impolitely cutting off delegations that came to 
present to the board and he made no friends 
with dog-lovers with his opposition to off- 
leash times for dogs in city parks. (They went 
ahead without Fetherstonhaugh’s support.) 
Cat people may have supported him in his re- 
election bid, but that clearly didn’t put him 
over the top. Whatever the variety of reasons, 
though, homophobia didn’t seem to play a 
part. The three gay and lesbian NPA 
incumbents who won renomination from their 
party were re-elected handily. 

Vancouver also failed to make history as 
the first city in Canada with a transgendered 
councillor. Jamie Lee Hamilton, who was 
profiled here last month, ran a high-profile 
and decent campaign, but like other 
independents, got lost in the crush of big- 
money citywide slates. 

Meanwhile in Surrey, the much- 
maligned suburb south of Vancouver, voters 
gave a hearty endorsement to the anti-gay 
school trustees who didn’t think Heather 
should have two mommies—at least not in 
elementary school libraries. 

Most recently, board chair Heather 
Stilwell argued that parents should be able to 
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have their kids reassigned to another class if 
they don’t like the fact that their teacher is gay. 
Stilwell, who does double duty as the main 
mouthpiece for the province’s Family 
Coalition party, was rewarded by topping the 
polls and having her colleagues sweep every 
seat on the school board. 

British Columbia’s gay community and 
the provincial government were up in arms 
over the Surrey board’s pronouncements over 
the past few years and some quiet rumblings 
were made that someone should do something 
—like support the board’s opponents. But 
most of the gay community appears to have 
been occupied twenty miles away in the mild 
autumn of Vancouver’s West End cafés, 
where the lattés erase the worries of a world 
out there 

The alight again, 
certainly, when some elected cracker attacks 
gay and lesbian kids, but the whole thing will 
have died down again by the time the election 
rolls around in another three years and there’s 
actually a chance to do something more than 


community will 
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Gefting in on the act 


by John Coulbourn 

Playwright, performer and gay activist 
Harvey Fierstein proved during a recent 
Toronto speaking engagement that he doesn’t 
have to have a script in his hand to be 
entertaining. 

Fierstein, the man who wrote Torch 
Song Trilogy, was in Hogtown as part of the 
on-going Proud Voices Speakers’ series and 
drew about 1,000 fans to his gig at the 
University of Toronto’s Convocation Hall— 
no mean accomplishment on a Friday 
evening, when most everyone in the gay 
village is bent on a memorable night in the 
clubs and the great beyond. 

Yup—no doubt about it, Fierstein is a 
charmer, cracking jokes and otherwise 
keeping his audience amused, involved and 
entertained. 

But there was a lot of wisdom in his 
words as well—thought-provoking stuff 
about coming out and dealing with the 
heterosexual world. 

For instance, he drew a laugh when he 
reported Nathan Lane’s response to a tabloid 
inquiry on the nature of Lane’s sexuality. 

“Tm forty. [’'m single. I’m in musical 
theatre. You do the math,” Lane is reported 
to have said—or words to that effect. 

But Fierstein wasn’t prepared to accept 
that as an answer, simply because anything 
less than the whole truth sends out a message 
to confused youth that homosexuality is 
something that can’t (and perhaps, shouldn’t) 
be discussed openly. 

And he has a point. 

When you stop and think about it, there 
are few—make that no—examples of 
straight people being coy about the nature of 
their sexuality. And Tom Cruise and Tom 
Selleck have never sued a tabloid for 
suggesting they were straight. So, in the 
main, it was easy to agree with a lot of stuff 
Fierstein had to say... up to a point. 

That point came at the precise moment 
he started complaining about the fact that so 
many gay characters are being played by 
straight actors. 


LIVE Lobster Boil 97 


and Buffet 
Book early * $75.00 per person 


Party till dawn and enjoy breakfast 
at 5 am for $3.99 


#100, 1011 - 1 St. S.W., Calgary 


Ricardo’s Catering 
Full Catering Services 
and those last minute emergencies too! 


232-6355 607-2020 
14 December '99 © UT. Ce xS 


Eric McCormack on Will & Grace, Greg 
Kinnear in As Good As It Gets, Fierstein had 
a whole list of ‘em and, as far as he’s 
concerned, we should be doing something 
about it, indicating our displeasure with the 
powers that be and demanding that out-gays 
be cast in these roles. 

Harvey, Harvey, Harvey—what can you 
be thinking? 

They call it acting—and they call it that 
for a good reason. It’s pretending: lying with 
professional conviction, if you will. 

This might surprise you, Mr. Fierstein, 
but when it came to making Silence of the 
Lambs, Anthony Hopkins didn’t have to 
nibble on flank steak of best-undetermined 
origins to play Hannibal the Cannibal, and 
Judy Garland certainly didn’t have to spend 
the equivalent of a childhood in Kansas to 
play Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz. 

In a world where gays have been 
pretending to be straight for centuries to 
protect our lives and livelihoods, should we 
really be getting our Stanfields in a stew over 
the fact that a few straight guys have 
suddenly embraced the idea of acting gay 
(whatever that is) for a paycheque? 

Besides, in the kind of entertainment 
world that Fierstein envisions—a world 
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where only gay actors can play gay 
characters—one wonders how happy we will 
be when the straight community starts 
demanding the same kind of protections, a 
world where gay plays gay and straight plays 
straight. 

Fierstein is a performer who has 
established a world-wide reputation by 
playing himself, or variations on the theme. 
His acting skills are superb within a limited 
range and, frankly, the chances of him being 
cast to play, say, King Lear are minimal. But 
imagine, for instance, if the late, great 
Charles Laughton had been confined by his 
sexuality to playing exclusively gay (or even 
bisexual) characters. And one shudders to 
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For all other ticket sales & travel needs, drop in and see: 


think of musical theatre where only straight 
men could sing straight roles or worse, 
Frasier with a straight actor playing Bulldog. 

Worse still, ina world where most of the 
stage classics were tailored to the tastes of a 
predominantly straight culture, gay 
characters are precious few and far between 
and Harvey’s notions of theatrical activism 
could well result in a lot of very talented gay 
actors starving. 

Of course, he does have a point: the gay 
community has been ill-served by the 
entertainment world but, frankly, this kind of 
thinking gives them the opportunity to make 
it even worse. 

Any activism that serves to limit already 
limited options within our community should 
be a lot more carefully thought out than this. 
Actors should be cast for what they do with 
their instrument and, unless it’s porn, that’s 
not the instrument of which I’m speaking. 

Oh, and by the way, Merry Christmas to 
all you ‘western’ folk. 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto where he 
covers performing arts for the Toronto Sun. 
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Fearless, Flawless performances 


by Benjamin Peters 

Flawless is not your average boy 
meets girl movie. 

The ‘boy’ in question is a 
homophobic retired New York security 
guard named Walter Koontz—and the 
is Rusty, a drag queen waiting for 
his/her sex change operation. 

The two complete opposites are 
thrown together when Walter suffers a 
stroke that paralyzes his left side. 

His doctor suggests he take singing 
lessons to help him regain mobility in 
his face and mouth. 

Walter knows only that 
Rusty is something of a voice coach: he 
used to yell up two storeys each time 
Rusty was coaching a trio of drag queens 
for their musical numbers at a 
Greenwich Village club. He reluctantly 
seeks his neighbour’s help and the two 
slowly become friends. The film stands 
out from other silver screen efforts in 
that it was written and directed by Joel 
Schumacher, one of the few openly-gay 
filmmakers in Hollywood. 

Schumacher is the man behind such 
early hits as St. Elmo’s Fire, The Lost 
Boys and Dying Young. More recently 
he directed Batman and Robin and 8MM. 

“My first encounter with drag 
queens was when I was a busboy in the 
Village,’ recalls Schumacher. “I was 
sixteen and Miss Ronnie and her friends 
used to come in and flirt with a really 
good looking waiter.” 

Later, Schumacher 
Vogue magazine. 

“My editor explained to me one day 
that there was a third sex who lived in a 


‘girl’ 


too well 


worked for 


half life,” he says. “They were neither 
male nor female, but somewhere in 
between. They weren’t gay men who 


liked to dress in drag. They were women 


trapped in men’s bodies. 

“They lived tortured lives because 
they were looked down on by both gay 
and straight societies,” he continues. 

Schumacher would meet many 
transgendered people (as he later learned 
they are called) and always wanted to 
tell their story. 

“I got doing a lot of other things and 
forgot my resolve to make such a film 
until I had a particularly sleepless night 
and caught Lee Grant’s documentary 
What Sex Am I? on HBO,” the filmmaker 
says. “I was completely mesmerized by 
it and immediately began formulating 
the story for Flawless.” 

Schumacher wrote the role of the 
stroke victim for his friend Robert De 
Niro, but fully expected to use a real 
drag queen for the role of Rusty. 

“I auditioned close to a thousand 
drag queens, but they were always 
performing,” he remembers. “They 
would never let you into the real people 
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beneath the make-up and dresses.” 

Then Schumacher saw _ Philip 
Seymour Hoffman playing a phone-sex 
addict in Happiness and asked to meet 
him. 


“Philip doesn’t look like your 
typical drag queen, but all his 
performances are so _ fearless,” 


Schumacher says. He also played the 


“July 17, 1960 - December 


set forth unto the west 
A selfless soul, none can compare, 


for hi had such zest 


In joyousness, to share a time, 
One heart, one soul, one mind 


“Your fife is ¢ 
gift to us all” 


Marc Mclsaac 


_from Montag 


man who was obsessed with Mark 
Wahlberg’s porn star in Boogie Nights. 

The first time Schumacher met with 
Hoffman he knew he’d found his Rusty. 

“Philip immediately said he thought 
Flawless was about a woman born in a 
man’s body, and that such an individual 
would be truly cursed to be born in 
Philip’s body because he’s not the least 
bit feminine!” the director laughs. 

Once he was cast, Hoffman 
immediately began visiting drag clubs in 
New York. 

“I wanted to observe the performers 
and the patrons,’ Hoffman says. “I 
wanted to see what they were like in 
their world. Then I had to guess what 
Rusty might be like in his own 
apartment.” 

Hoffman said that, by watching drag 
queens and transgendered individuals, 
he learned that “they become even more 
feminine when a macho man is around. 
That’s what brings out the true woman in 
them. They are far less phoney than 
when they’re around other drag queens.” 

Hoffman says it was very difficult 


continued on page 17 


ut winter came, in rapid haste 
its grip a chilling frost 
Now to my arms, the man I knew — 
is. lost 


Love fre thee well, at “Little Sands” 
upon the rhythmic Sea 

For as I breathe, decp in my heart 
your, memory lives with me. 


and exhausting to play Rusty. 

“I had to change my whole being 
from the inside out,” he recalls. 
“Rusty’s emotions are just as 
extravagant as his looks and gestures. 
There is no middle ground for Rusty.” 

Hoffman knows he’s going to be 
talking to people about what it was like 
to play a transgendered individual for 
years to come. 

“It’s what happened to me when I 
played Mark Wahlberg’s secret admirer 
in Boogie Nights and the obscene phone 
caller in Happiness. People obsess 
about sexuality more than anything else, 
and they feel liberated to talk about sex 
issues through movie characters.” 

Flawless is not the only movie out 
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ae Diy ds 
this year about the transgendered. 
In the fact-based drama Boys Don't 
Cry, a girl is convinced she is really a 
boy and begins to live her life as a man. 
She even finds a loving girlfriend, 
but when the truth is discovered by her 
close group of male friends they rebel by 
raping her and eventually murdering her. 
Schumacher has tried to put a 
similar ‘edge’ in his story for Flawless 


by including a subplot about some stolen 
drug money that puts Walt and Rusty’s 
lives and friendship in peril. 

Schumacher feels he has the 
credentials to tell Rusty and Walt’s story. 

“I was living on the street when I 
was seven,” he reveals. “My parents 
died when I was young and the street 
became my home. I was drinking when 
I was nine, taking drugs when I was 
eleven and having sex when IJ was 
twelve. At fifteen I moved to Manhattan 
and the party really began. 

“T stayed at the party much too long. 
I was an addict, an alcoholic and a sex 
addict—but I could still function in the 
movie Schumacher 
elaborates. “It took a really good shrink 
to tell me to stop the booze and drugs 
and I’ve tried to explore all these issues 
in my films.” 

Flawless is currently playing in 
theatres. 


business,” 


Boys Don't Cry is playing in Toronto 
and Vancouver and is scheduled to open 
in other cities in January. 
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Every bust has a silver warehouse 


by Norm Sacuta 

There -has always been a certain 
rivalry between north and south when it 
comes to Edmonton’s neighbourhoods. 
From the moment Strathcona sprung up as 
a separate city on the south side of the 
river—the terminus of the CPR line that 
ran up from Calgary—and the legislature 
was placed just north of the river on the 
site of old Fort Edmonton, the two halves 
of the city have competed with each other 
for everything from cultural venues to 
business interests. The northside got 
downtown and the CNR. Strathcona got 
quaint treelined streets, the university and 
red brick mansions. 

When the two parts of town were 
amalgamated into a single city, and the 
highlevel bridge was completed to create a 
physical union in 1913, neither event 
could dampen a rivalry that would 
continue for decades. 

The arrival of the mall in the 1980s, 
coupled with the oil bust, changed all that. 

Downtown Edmonton went into a 
rapid decline with the emergence of West 
Edmonton Mall as the main shopping 
destination in the city. And at the exact 
moment of the mall’s arrival, Strathcona 
(with its cache of old buildings not ripped 
out in the boom years) began to develop as 
the walkable street with a nightlife, 
catering to people who really, really hated 
the mall. 

With shopping migrating west and 
nightlife fleeing south, downtown 
Edmonton became a wasteland of parking 
lots, empty warehouses and (in a series of 
bonehead city and planning 
decisions that continue to be made to this 
day) rows of stripmalls along the former 
railway lands that killed what should have 
become a walkable, tree-lined retail 
landscape. Downtown became the domain 
of automobiles—usually passing through 
on the way somewhere else. 

Not everything about this period of 
stagnation in the downtown has been 
negative, however. One of the good things 
that developed out of the decay is the slow, 
considered emergence of art studios in the 
empty warehouses between 100 and 109 
streets. The lure of retail development out 
to the suburbs left many of the buildings 
on these streets empty; over the past 


council 


decade they have filled with struggling 
painters, writers, dancers, filmmakers and 
designers (many of them queer). The 
Great West Saddlery building on 104 
street, for example, has become the home 
to Latitude 53 Gallery, and the floors 
above the gallery itself are home to dozens 
of artists. 

For the owners of these buildings, the 
inability to find any retail tenants made it 
necessary to offer studio spaces at lower 


20 December ’99 OUTL GQ ks 


THE PHILLIPS BUILDING 


rents. It was a tradeoff that seemed to 
work—landlords were able to pay their 
taxes and spend a minimum in upkeep for 
tenants that were just happy to have a 
cheap space to work. (On a side note, 
those cheap rents have also helped foster 
what little nightlife remains downtown, 
which has seen the emergence of new 
queer establishments in the past year or 
so—Secrets Bar is one successful 
example.) 

The artist studios may well have 
planted the seeds for Edmonton’s new 
downtown plan (published in 1997) which 
identified the part of downtown between 
100 and 109 streets as a_ special 
development zone, encouraging residential 
and pedestrian-friendly projects. While 
just a year ago this sort of development 
remained a pipe dream, over the summer 
new signs emerged that the neighbourhood 
has begun to pick up. So far, 104 street has 
received some tarting-up with new street 
lamps, wide sidewalks and benches, and 
107 street now has a sign announcing a 
planned condominium complex. 

And what of the artists who remained 
in the downtown while the bust was on, 
keeping what little life existed there alive? 
The signs are not so good. 

This past summer the artists who 
occupied the Arts Hab spaces above the 
Shirley Potter studio on 102 Avenue were 
evicted to make way for new lofts at 
higher prices and, at summer’s end, the 
Weinlos Building (one of the «stalwart 
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spaces downtown for writers and painters) 
was torn down. The McLeod building on 
100 street, once government-owned and 
the home to many arts organizations, has 
been empty for over a year in anticipation 
of condominium development. 

It is, in part, out of concern in being 
ignored during a new boom that the 
resident artists of the Phillips building—a 
mere parking lot away from the Great West 
Saddlery Building on 104 street—decided 
to make themselves visible to the city and, 
more pointedly, to the media. On 
November 20th, some twenty painters, 
writers, dancers and photographers who 
call this building home hosted an open 
house they called “Artopia”’. 

“We had hoped to showcase the 
building,” says Tom Gale, one of the 
openly-gay painters who has held studio 
space in the building for a number of 
years. 

“We were hoping to attract other 
artists to the building because there were a 
number of unrented spaces. But just in the 
past three months, through word of mouth, 
we helped to fill many of those studios 
prior to the show.” 

Another painter in the building, Glen 
Ronald, notes that he gets a real sense of 
community out of being in the Phillips 
building, one that is lacking where he 
lives. 

“IT live in Sherwood Park,” he says, 
“and with all the painters in this building I 
get a real resonance going in my own work 
with theirs that you just can’t get in 
isolation.” 

Given that other art spaces have been 
disappearing in the area, it hasn’t come as 
a surprise to Gale and other artists in the 
Phillips building that the empty studios 
began to be taken. The focus of the 
planned show, therefore, began to change. 

“The show is now, really, an attempt 
to showcase this great little centre of 
artistic energy in the heart of downtown 
Edmonton,” Gale enthuses. ‘““We’re a 


loosely knit community of many artists, 
and Artopia tells of our interaction. The 
cooperative gallery on the second floor 
showcases twenty of us.” 

Not just photography and paintings 
were featured in the show. The dance 
company The Habit (made up of dancers 
Kathy Ochoa and Bobbie Todd, who have 
rehearsal space in the building) performed 
a six minute dance piece several times 
over the course of the evening. 

The Phillips building has survived as 
an artistic building in part through the 
patience of its landlord (Landex 
Investments), who Gale notes has been 
very cooperative and helpful in sponsoring 
the show. And why not? If Artopia 
succeeds in creating a greater awareness of 
the potential disappearance of affordable 
studio space downtown, the Phillips 
building can only benefit from this 
publicity and perhaps achieve zero 
vacancy (there are still studios available). 
That rivalry with the noisy, bar-filled, 
swaggering neighbourhood on Whyte 
Avenue to the south of the river may, with 
the right balance of apartments, artists and 
nightlife in downtown Edmonton, yet be 
rekindled. 
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by Scott Clark 

Jolie Bird is an emerging textile artist 
in Calgary. As a recent graduate, she 
holds a BFA with distinction from the 
Alberta College of Art and Design. She 
has had several exhibitions, as well as the 
prestigious honour of having one of her 
works published in Fibre Arts Design; 
Book Six in the fall of 1999, a publication 
celebrating the finest in international 
fibre artmaking. Her work incorporates 
recognizable pop images and icons with a 
sense of whimsy and humour that can be 
appreciated by a wide scope of people. 

Recently in the last year, along with 
creating works for galleries, Jolie has also 
started up an entrepreneurial practice. A 
business idea called Inpets where she 
makes clothing and accessories for pets. 

Outlooks spoke with her recently 
about her work. 

Outlooks: So how did you get into 
the world of textiles? 
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Bird: My mom is very talented in the 
arts and she taught me how to sew, how to 
crochet, how to knit. I would try and 
paint while she was painting, but I never 
really enjoyed just drawing or painting. | 
really like making things. I think that’s 
why i lean more towards the crafts. I like 
constructing things, the whole process. 

Outlooks: Could you explain your 
process of art-making to me? And what 
‘textiles’ is all about? 

Bird: | am mainly a fibre-artist. It 
can be seen as a craft but it really is a fine 
art. Primarily I enjoy working with 
materials where the process is pretty 
important and textiles is a heavily labour- 
intensive medium; | really like that. I do 
a fair amount of weaving and tapestry, 
which is just a really basic plain weave 
incorporating a pictoral image. I also do 
a little bit of weaving with a floor loom, 
creating patterns and textures. A lot of 
my stuff is really heavily image based, so 
I find that these media work well for 
drawing with my sewing machine. 

Outlooks: What inspires you to use 
the imagery that you do? 

Bird: I would say that the 
environment I am in right now inspires 
me: television, radio, people around me, 
the current culture. Definitely the city. I 
like to people-watch. I don’t watch a lot 
of TV anymore but there are still 
influences from there. I also pull a lot of 
things out of my head from my childhood. 
I like to think about when I was a kid and 
use references that remind me of that 
time. When people see my artwork it 
triggers something in them about their 
childhood and I create a dialogue with 
them about their memories as kids. They 
completely identify with it and so that 
way it becomes accessible. 

Outlooks: And maybe your style 
triggers memories as well... 

Bird: Oh yeah, like certain colours I 
use that are reminiscent of fifties decor. I 
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COTTON, WOOL AND ACRYLIC 
BY JOLIE BIRD 
really like those colour combinations; 
very bright, very fun and optimistic. 

Outlooks: What do you think helps 
to sustain you as an artist? 

Bird: When I was in art school, | 
didn’t care if I didn’t know how to use a 
medium extremely well, or if it was my 
first try. I think it’s a matter of being 
comfortable with yourself and your life, 
and being able to experiment. Just 
constantly experimenting and trying new 
things. There’s no right or wrong way to 
do that if you’re really making an honest 
attempt at something. 
something has to be figured out, I may 
not use the most conventional method. I 
see other options when dealing with 
stress or juggling with certain ideas. 

Outlooks: What artist or art 
movement do you most admire, and what 
influences your subject matter? 


In my life, if 


Bird: | like a lot of pop art, like 
Lichtenstein. I like art that has a lot of 
really bright colours. Ligmelike 
Rauschenberg, and Jeff Koon’s work. I 
like subject matter that is obscure, very 
whimsical. But I don’t really pull 
influences from other artists. There are 
things that I like, but my influences come 
from my surroundings mostly. 

Outlooks: So how did you decide on 
making accessories for pets? 

Bird: | really enjoy fibre arts and | 
want to keep doing that. However, | 
would like to have something that will 
eventually be able to provide for me, 
something that I also love doing. I love 
animals, especially cats and dogs. I adore 
my cats. I enjoy making things for them. 
Hanging out with your pets, it’s really 
relaxing.. I love to hear people tell me 
about their dog or their cat, and then I can 
create something that I think they and 
their pet would like. I can’t mass- 
produce them, though, so they’re unique. 
Being able to make little fibre-art projects 
constantly with cats and dogs in mind Is 
just a great thing. It puts a smile on 
people’s faces and I’m really excited 
about people spending time with their 
pets. That’s what I really like to make 
happen. 

Outlooks: And, who knows, maybe 
there’s an outfit you’ve designed for a pet 
that the client may want for themselves. 
{Laughs. ] 

Bird: [Laughs.] Yeah, I would do 
that, I’ve had people see sweaters I’ve 
made and want one for themselves. So | 
have completed work for people also. 

Jolie will be 
introductory tapestry class in January at 
the Fibre Hut. If you are interested in 
viewing her work she can reached by 
phone at 289-4118 or by e-mail at 
inpets@cadvision.com. 
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After all this time of discussion and 
planning, it is finally here: we are at the 
dawn of a new millennium. One can’t help 
but be inspired to look back over the past and 
contemplate the future. This century saw 
two world wars, the rise and fall of the Soviet 
Union, and the beginning of what we have 
come to call AIDS. But as we look forward 
into the next century, it is comforting to 
realize that we are at the dawn of the century 
that will see a cure. 

It is 1999 and there is still no cure. 
AIDS is not a manageable disease like 
diabetes. The treatments that those who are 
living with HIV are enduring are rigorous 
and take their own toll. We still live in a 
world where many are walking around with 
no idea that they are infected with the virus. 
But in the new century, this will.all change. 

The twenty-first century will see us 
finally put an end to HIV. We will discover 
a cure or a way to maintain health while 
living with the virus, one that will be easy, 
available and affordable. And when that day 
comes, we will celebrate like we never have 
before. Those of us in the gay and lesbian 
community will have special reason to 
celebrate as we have taken the brunt of this 
disease’s burden for so long. 

So as you are ringing in the new year, 
new century, new millennium, raise a glass 
to the future and the end of HIV. It is coming 
and we are closer than ever! 


MEN’S PROJECT CHRISTMAS WISH 
LIST 

With the holiday season approaching, I 
am reminded of Eartha Kitt’s Santa Baby (or, 
for the younger generations, Madonna’s 
version) which is the gayest Christmas song 
ever. In it she asks for expensive gifts, 
jewelry, furs, etc. from St. Nick. It got me 
thinking about what we at the Men’s Project, 
would like from the old guy for Christmas. 
So when Santa comes down our chimney, we 
are hoping to find these goodies under our 
tree. 

*acure for HIV 

* equality under the law for gays, 
lesbians and bisexuals in Alberta and across 
this country 

* a world where we aren’t afraid to say 
that we are gay 

* gay characters on TV who actually get 
to date 

¢ children who are raised to know that it 
is okay to be gay or straight or whatever you 
are 

* a world where we don’t feel that we 
have to hide our sexual orientation 


by Collin Smith, 
The Men’s Project 


What’s on your Christmas wish list—I 
mean besides Ricky Martin? Let us know. 
We will print the responses in an upcoming 
issue. As usual, we will only print the first 
names of those who respond. If you don’t 
want us to print your name, provide us with 
a fake one. This is your chance to be Lance 
or Rock or Dirk or something else crazy like 
that. Send us your wish lists for Christmas 
and for the new millennium to 
mensproject @hotmail.com. 


BAREBACKING? 

Our hot topic is barebacking—what do 
you think? Do you think it’s exciting, 
thrilling, dangerous, ignorant, or just plain 
fun? Let us know. Send your responses to 
mensproject@hotmail.com. As we said 
before, we will only print your first name or 
an alias that you provide. We are looking 
forward to hearing from you on this hot 
topic. 


M2K 

The Men’s Project would like to thank 
all those who took time to fill out our 
millennial survey. We received many 
responses and the information will help us 
further design our programs. We will be 
sharing the non-private information with 
you in the new year so keep watching this 
space. 

We would also like to thank those 
groups and businesses that helped us bring 
the survey to you: 

* Goliath’s 

¢ The Backlot 

¢ The Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 

¢ Grabbajabba on 17th 

«GLCSA 

e AIDS Calgary 

* our poster designer Ellen Brewer 

¢ the website designers for AIDS 
Calgary and GLCSA 

And while we are thanking people... 
The Men’s Project has been very lucky to 
have the support of the community in the 
past year and a half. Your contributions 
have helped us to bring HIV/AIDS 
education to the community and provide 
support for those who are dealing with 
issues regarding their sexual health. We 
couldn’t have done it without you and we 
appreciate your continued help into the new 
year. Special thanks to: 

¢ all the Men’s Project volunteers who 
have helped us over the past year. You are 
doing a great job! 

¢ all those groups and businesses that 
help us distribute our condom packs to the 


What do you think about barebacking? 
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community and help us all to practice safer 
sex: Apollo, ARGRA, The Backlot, 
Bearback Calgary, Boystown/Rekroom, 
Detour, GLASS, GLCSA, The Midnight 
Café, Money-Pennies, Pride Calgary, The 
Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 

¢ Goliath’s for their dedication to the 
health of their members and the community 
by providing condoms and safer sex 
information. 

e Durex International for a donation of 


GLCSA 


over 700 condoms to put together our 
condom packs. 

¢ Outlooks magazine for their continued 
support of our project and their dedication to 
the sexual health of our community. 

¢ Rooks for providing food for our 
sexuality workshops for gay men, lesbians 
and bisexuals. 

e Trevor Alberts for illustrating this 
column. 

¢ GLCSA and AIDS Calgary, who have 
been supportive of our project from the 
beginning and continue to display 
dedication to our community. 

As always, we are forgetting people. 
There are so many who help us with this 
project and we could not do it without every 
single one of you. We look forward to 
working with you all in the new millennium. 
Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good 
New Year’s Eve! 
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E-mail us at: mensproject@hotmail.com 


Working together 


Thanks to a recent media co-op 
agreement, national advertisers will now 
be able to ‘paper’ the country coast-to- 
coast in Canada. Outlooks has joined 
forces with Toronto-based Pink Triangle 
Press, publishers of Xtra!, Capital Xtra! 
and Xtra! West, to allow major advertising 
campaigns the ability to blanket market 
their products and services throughout the 
country. Pink Triangle will act as the 
exclusive national advertising 
representative for its three regional 
publications as well as Outlooks, making 
the prospect of a country-wide buy more 
appealing to prospective clients. Their 


Toronto location also allows greater access 
to corporate headquarters and agencies for 
national and multinational companies that 
may be interested in the gay and lesbian 
market. 

“This just proves that gay publications 
can work together as opposed to feeling 
threatened by each other,” says Roy Heale, 
publisher of Outlooks in Calgary. “By 
working together, we can only strengthen 
the gay community in this country.” 

Pink Triangle is also enthusiastic 
about the potential of this collaboration in 
Canada. “There really isn’t a strong 
national publication in Canada targeting 


Only $6.00 Use" 


the lesbian and gay community,” says 
David Walberg, publisher of Toronto’s 
Xtra! “The Canadian gay press is 
strongest in its regional publications.” 

To date, the collaboration (eighteen 
months in the making) has seen some 
success in the form of an ad for Montreal’s 
Black and Blue Party, which ran in the 
October issue of Outlooks. Other national 
advertisers that have appeared in 
Outlooks’ pages since its inception nearly 
three years ago have included Smirnoff, 
KY Liquid, Molson, Ford, Life Benefits, 
Lion’s Gate Films, Sprint Canada, DuPont 
and Corby’s. 
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Phelps fans the flames 


by Bill Kaufmann 
Some minor fidgeting with the phone, 
America’s most 
bridging the 


and the voice of North 
infamous homophobe is 
kilometres 

Rey. Fred Phelps of Westboro Baptist 
Church in Topeka, Kansas seemed less than 
impressed with the Canadian origin of the 
impromptu call. 

“You ought to get outta there in a 
hurry—y’all goin’ to Hell in a handbasket up 
in Canada,” drawled Phelps heavily. 

Phelps, who’s hard-pressed to name a 
gay or lesbian he’s liked, is told that the 
caller is a freelancer for an Alberta gay 
publication. 

‘“‘What’s the name of that fag rag?” he 
asks, adding he’s never heard of Outlooks 
before. He doesn’t ask for a subscription. 

But the Rev. Phelps has heard plenty 
about Canada, he says, and none of it has 
been much good lately. 

Since the Supreme Court of Canada 
ordered Ontario to amend laws to include 
same-sex couples in the definition of spouse 
last May, Phelps and friends have tumed 
their unique brand of fire and brimstone 
towards the North. 

Canada is the new Sodom and probably 
Gomorrah, too, rails Phelps, whose disciples 
managed to cremate the Maple leaf in front 
of the Supreme Court in Ottawa last August. 
But they managed just barely. 

God’s chosen few from Kansas required 
the pyrotechnic advice of an Ottawa cop to 
safely bum the red and white banner of 
immorality with nail polish remover. 

The police officer obliged. 

“I wasn’t really a technical advisor 
there, | was more of a safety advisor,” says 
the officer. 

Canadian law enforcement have said 
that if the group was promoting hate against 
ethnic or religious minorities, they’d be 
placing a tighter rein on them. 

After receiving numerous death threats, 
Phelps went all the way to the prime minister 
to request special protection for his first 
Canadian protest—a rally that follows about 
15,000 that his merry flock have held 
stateside. 

Those security guarantees were never 
given, and Phelps never showed up in 
Ottawa for the fiery hoe-down. 

But, for some reason, the reverend now 
claims he did brave the sodomite wilds of 
eastern Ontario, even though he didn’t. 

“I was there,” he says, erroneously. 

But even if he wasn’t, it’s clear that 
absence doesn’t make the heart grow fonder 
as Phelps resumed his assault on the 
malignant growth to the north. 

“Canada was maybe thirty years behind 
the U.S. in depravity: now you’re thirty years 
ahead in filthiness,” says the sixty-nine-year- 
old Phelps. 
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_ REV. FRED PHELPS 


Winnipeg is another den of iniquity, 
with its “filthy faggot mayor Glen Murray,” 
vomits a Westboro Baptist Church press 
release sent to various newsrooms, including 
those in Calgary. 

“Canadians are oppressed and 
persecuted by their fag-run government,” 
continues the release on church stationery, 
calling itself “religious opinion.” 

And just to prove it’s all in the family, 
the preacher’s daughter, Shirley Phelps- 
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Roper weighed in with her thoughts on 
Ottawa-Carleton police, who were reluctant 
to offer extra security for the clan’s Canadian 
debut. 

“When the government has a heart as 
black as the perverts, you have to watch out 
for yourselves,” Phelps-Roper told the 
Canadian Press. 

But Phelps the elder seems surprised 
and almost disappointed when told that, no, 
there aren’t any churches around Calgary 
that cater specifically to gays and lesbians. 

“Just wait—you’ll have your share of 
‘em soon enough,” he prophesies. 

It probably means his old time religion 
roadshow won’t be coming to Calgary any 
time soon. 

But it’s enough for the reverend to 
summon fond memories of his Alberta 
connection—one that dates back into the 
mists of time when truth and proper, upright 
decorum ruled. 

“T went to a bible college in a little town 
not far from where you are... it was called 
Three Hills—the Prairie Bible Institute in 
Three Hills,” says Phelps. 

The sin-slayer attended the institute in 
the late 1940s when he was in his late teens, 
making it clear the roots of his brand of 


Christianity were in the soil of central 
Alberta. 

Those were the good old days, says 
Phelps. 

“In Three Hills they used to be decent 
and God-fearing, but the fags down east are 
getting out of hand,” Phelps grumbles. “It’s 
been a long time since we’ve had some good 
old fashioned preaching.” 

But Phelps has kept the tradition alive, 
eaming the wrath of other clerics, human 
rights activists and a ridiculing visit from TV 
agent-provocateur Michael Moore, who 
terrorized the morality huckster with his 
“sodomobile” earlier this year. 

Go ahead—call him a Ku Klux 
Christian—it’s just more proof of Satan’s 
hand, chortles Phelps. 

“Of course it’s alright to be called those 
things,” he says. “The good book says 
“blessed be you when people shall say all 
manner of evil against you.’ We’ve been 
swimming in a sea of fag lies.” 

Phelps repeatedly urges his caller to 
look up the Lord’s wisdom on his website 
www.godhatesfags.com, where surfers can 
admire an image of Matthew Shepard 
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enveloped in Hades’ blaze. 

He speaks fondly of a son who’s a 
computer whiz—employing talents the good 
Lord gave him. 

His foot soldiers did, of course, picket 
Shepard’s funeral in Laramie, Wyoming last 
year, and Phelps has a few more courtesy 
calls up his sleeve. 

In doing so, it’s clear Phelps is 
becoming an increasingly lonely figure in 
the evangelical pantheon: all of his allies are 
deserting him. 

It’s mentioned to Phelps that Franklin 
Graham recently rolled through Calgary, 
where he delivered a brief admonishment of 
abomination to his homosexual neighbors to 
the lusty cheer of the faithful. 

It’s all pretty touchy-feely-feeble for 
Phelps, however. Franklin’s dad, the 
venerable Billy, is dancin’ with the devil, he 
warns. 

It doesn’t much matter now that Phelps 
attended a bible university in South Carolina 
with the elder Graham and has been “a friend 
of his family for years.” 

Phelps mumbles something about Billy 
schmoozing with sodomites in San 
Francisco recently. 

“T’ve told him, ‘If you don’t repent and 
quit selling out to those fags, we’ll picket 
your funeral when you die’,” says Phelps, a 
playful menace rising in his voice. 

But Phelps is only beginning to rise to 

‘the challenge when the name of Teletubby 
nemesis Rev. Jerry Falwell is uttered. 


9668 Jasper Ave ™ 


422 2581 


Edmonton's Original 
Gay and Bisexual Men's 
Bath House 


In October, Falwell met with one-time 
colleague Rev. Mel White and 200 gay 
Christians in Lynchburg, Tennessee—an 
ominous occasion for the. ever-embattled 
Phelps. 

White, Falwell’s one-time speechwriter, 
came out of the closet in 1991 and broke 
with the famous reverend, only to become a 
gay rights activist and outspoken critic of his 
friend. 

“We can have friendship with 
homosexuals,” Falwell declared to hundreds 
of youths at his Liberty University. 

While still preaching the nature of 
homosexual “sin” Fallwell goes on to 
deplore gay-bashing, adding “we’ve got to 
reach out.” 

The words are pure poison for Phelps, 
who wastes no time in dredging up his own 
venom. 

“It’s giving heed to seductive spirits,” 
says the old time religionist. 

“Jerry and Mel are both headed for 
Hell—Falwell is Hell-bound. He’s gone 
way past back-sliding when you make 
common cause with that kind of sodomite 
preacher,” proclaims Phelps in a sort of 
thunderous twang. 

The words spill forth in an unholy 
torrent, citing Mel White and his male lover 
and Lucifer’s spawn. Jerry should certainly 
know better, intones the reverend. 

It’s put to Phelps that, since people 
don’t—and can’t—teally choose their sexual 
orientation, that God must therefore create 
homosexuals, as he’s done with considerable 
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success throughout the centuries. 

Phelps doesn’t even quibble with that. 
Nevertheless, he wastes no time in declaring 
that all homosexuals are automatically 
Hades-bound without a hope. 

“Those beasts who call themselves gays 


air right now,” preaches the preacher, who’s 
clearly warming to his subject. 

“They can’t be forgiven so they can’t 
repent... to me, bible preachers come with an 
ultimatum.” 

What about gay pride parades and 
festivities? 

“Gays have no capacity to feel shame, 
so they can’t have pride,” he reasons. 

Yet, when he remounts his sermon in 
virtually the next breath, Phelps seems 
slightly confused about the whole 
redemption issue, abruptly cutting some 
slack. 

“The question is, are you going to repent 
your sins and go to Heaven or or go to Hell?” 

Phelps isn’t asked how God views 
salvation limbo. 

And he waxes philosophical about 


being “deserted” by some of his most faithful 
apostles, people like Billy Graham and Jerry 
Falwell. 

“All the preachers from all the 
denominations preaching [my] way— 
they’ve all disappeared from the earth,” 
exaggerates Phelps, before embarking on 
another curious twist of logic. 

“It means this filthy 
civilization is almost over.” 

But it’s certainly not the end times for 
Phelps, who was recently blessed with a ray 
of hope right in his own back yard. 

In November, the Georgia Baptist 
Convention turfed two of its churches, 
accusing them of being too tolerant of 
homosexuality. 

“Gotta go now. Bye,” snaps a busy 
Phelps, as he hastily makes his telephone 
exit. 

After all, there’s so much of the truth to 
spread to so many in so little time. 


sodomite 


Bill Kaufmann is a reporter and 
columnist for the Calgary Sun. 
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TWIG, NO BERRIES: The inimitable 
Twiggy in glam-a-rama mode at the 
Secrets party. (“Be sure to catch me 
Sunday nights at the Roost! ”) 
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TREE: HIV 
Edmonton 
volunteer Josephine in a 
“starring” role. 


Pe 


A ROYAL PRESENCE: Crown Prince House 
24 Gail with Cindy, drag king of Secrets, join 
in the celebrations. 


GOOD THINGS IN THREES: Executive director Sherry, 
volunteer coordinator June, and Kirk from volunteer support 
and development at the HIV 

Edmonton reception. 


FAB FOUR: Secrets owner Liz (far right) with 
her mom (far left) and friends at the club's 
anniversary celebration. 
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| SECRETS SOCIETY: A full house at the one 
| year anniversary party. 


BLINDED 
BY THE 
SPOTLIGHT: 
Edmonton 
curator/painter 
Clay Stam at 


Artopia. 


ALL THE WORLD'S A 
STAGE: Awara- 
winning playwright 
Robert Clinton (Mail 
Order Bride) checks out 
Artopia with actor 
Steven Weller. 


PLAYING PHAIR: 
Hardworking = eo 
Edmonton city TITANS INDEED: Icebreakers Tournament 1999 
councillor winning team in context (above) and cup mode (below). 
Michael Phair : 

off-duty at the 


TWO WORKS OF 
ART: Artist Gordon 
Harper with one of his 
works at the Artopia 
event. 
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WO sic 


TETE A TETE: Edmonton Vocal Minority director Claude 
Labine (left) deep in conversation with Michael Phair. 


Planning an event in Edmonton? Contact us 
at (780) 447-3006 and we'll see about getting it 


covered in Out & About. a 
PONTE OG A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN: The Northern Titans 
Photos by Norm Sacuta and Philip Thomarat Bowling League at their awards ceremony. 
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Gosh I miss the Eighties. Leg 
warmers. Heaven 17. My first blow job. 
Oh, the memories! At www.80s.com you 
can get your fill of A-Team trivia, Rob 
Lowe videos, and Haircut 100 hits. It has 
the dubious honour of being the largest 
site dedicated to the pop culture of this 
not-so-distant decade. Hello oxymoron, 
goodbye Corey Haim (who, sadly, was 
just Here’s a_ thought- 
preventing comment from the webutantes 


a moron). 


at www.80s.com regarding their sticky- 
as-Smurfblood site: “The great museums 
of Europe protect the cultural iconoclasts 
of century’s past, but no buildings of 
stone and glass have been erected in 
honor of the great cultural and artistic 
influences of the 1980s—Hall and Oates, 
Milli 
few.” 
terrorists? Save Ferris Bueller! 


Vanilli and Survivor, to name a 


Okay, who are these time-warp 


At www.walrus.com/~suave, they 


ask the burning question on the tip of 
every disco queen’s lips: “Does your local 
DJ play nothing but Real McCoy or 
LaBouche?” Given the seven years I 
spent in Calgary, that question certainly 
strikes with bone-chilling familiarity. 
While it boasts to have the sound of 
NYC’s underground, this site honestly 
just flogs the silly house music blasting 
from the Roxy on any given Saturday 
night. That said, it certainly surpasses 
most of what criminally passes for dance 
music these days. For only $24 US per 
CD, you can order the House of 
Diabolique’s favorite songs for any given 
year. Not only that, but they plan to 
donate half of what they earn to “some 
sort of homeless transsexual hooker street 
kid charity.” What a worthy cause. And 
what could be better than dancing your 
ass off to support someone who’s selling 
his? 


I, for one, applaud the bear 
movement—it’s about time the gay 


community opens its arms to bodies that 
don’t look like they just stepped out of the 
L.A. porn pool. (He says as he stuffs her 
face with a protein shake and creatine 
powder on the way to the gym). Good 


of 
social 
organization for gay men who consider 


news comes in the form 


www.metrobears.org, a 


themselves bears or bear admirers. Even 
though its homebase is New York City, 
the site offers plenty of furry pics for 
everyone to growl over and a _ bear 
classification scheme, which is about as 
straightforward as the 
Versailles. Metrobears member Bob 
Donahue is a BS c+ f s-: w t- r k?, while 
Jeff Stoner is a B6 f+ w sv w r+ k(+?). 
What are you? Oh, who the hell 


cares? 

Let’s move on to 
www.leatherpage.com (yes, | t h e 
know, I mention leather W e 
websites often—what does 


that tell you?). This cleanly- 
produced corner of Internet 
kink is brought to us by Mr. 
International Leather, 1996, 
the very charming Joe Gallagher 
currently San 
Francisco. Check out the numerous 
links to S/M clubs and events, as well as 
the Bay Area Reporter, IML, and the 
Sling in SF, where greasy fingers are 
veddy, veddy popular. In his own column, 
Mister Marcus shares his thoughts on 
and animal hide 
gatherings, usually with a smattering of 
juicy photos to accompany his prolific, if 
not somewhat prosaic, writing. There’s 
something here for everyone: tops, 
bottoms—even Marv Albert. PETA 
supporters, however, may want to skip 
this one. 

You'll find that www.theonion.com 
is another delicious digital rag, which 
features the popular politically incorrect 


who resides in 


countless contests 


Treaty of 


cartoons, “Red Meat” and “Pathetic Geek 
Stories.” There’s also the increasingly 
controversial Dan Savage, whose 
musings in Out are continually raising the 
ire of fags who have absolutely no sense 
of humor. His advice column “Savage 


Love” is full of things you would never 
say or do to a Pokemon fan, unless of 
course the snot-nosed little knot spilled 
The issue I recently 


something on you. 


read also featured on article on how eight 
million Americans were rescued from 
poverty by simply redefining the term 
(The U.S. Census Bureau lowered the 
poverty line. Cheeky buggars!) 

I just had the distinct pleasure of 
seeing the Pet Shop Boys perform live in 
Houston (beyond brilliant!). Given this 
and my status as a fanatic for everything 
the band has ever touched, looked at, or 
spat upon, I thought I might point out a 
few sites for those people who, like 
myself, believe that Neil Tennant and 
Chris Lowe are really gods. Disco gods, 
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yes, but gods nonetheless. (Are there any 
other kinds?). At www.parlophone. 
co.uk/psb/ you will find the snazzy 
official site of the tip-top duo, which 
offers a biography, the latest news and 
tour dates, as well as information on 
upcoming releases (I’m frothing at the 
mouth, can you tell?). Not nearly as 
pretty to look at but worth checking out is 
www.geocities.com/SoHo/Museum/914 
9/index.html, where the Batman and 
Robin of synth-pop discuss the history 

behind some of their more well- 
known and _ obscure tracks. 

Finally, I’ve heard that the fan- 

built site, www.elusive.com 

is a pretty spiffy shrine to 
the group, but my search 
engine wasn’t allowing me 
access, making the title of 
the site that much more 
poignant. Here’s hoping you 
have better luck! 

BTW, here’s the official Pet 
Shop Boys joke, courtesy of Neil 
Tennant himself: “How many Pet Shop 
Boys does it take to change a light bulb? 
Two. One to change the light bulb and 


one to look bored.” 
Toodles my lovelies! 
season! 
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Reser 
pservations guaranteed. 
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Ph: 244-9991 


For the first time in this country’s history, 


Canada’s census will include a question of 


sexuality. This year, citizens who are part of 
same-sex couples will be required to identify 
themselves as such, in the same manner as the 
traditional single, common-law and married 
respondents. This is due to other groups’ 
(such as academics, insurance companies, 
justice and finance departments) interest in 
tracking this particular demographic. 

Many are asking if the government has 
the right to ask a question that, in effect, 
identifies sexual orientation, even though this 
is not regarded as part of the government’s 
mandate (especially since then-Prime 
Minister Trudeau’s famous statement about 
staying out of bedrooms). Despite 
reassurances to the contrary, many people fear 
that a truthful answer could result in unwanted 
attention or even discrimination from those 
who use census data. 

Statistics Canada is taking pains to 
reassure concerned individuals that traditional 
confidentiality will be maintained by the usual 
methods, and promises that names and 
addresses will not be released. In short, 
information regarding same-sex relationships 
will not be any easier to access than the rest of 
the census as they do not release information 
that can identify individuals or organizations. 
No other government organization, including 
the RCMP, has the right to view information 


Count yourself in 


that would reveal such details. As well, 


community-specific information (for 
example, geographic—not sexual) is 
protected by random “rounding” and area 


suppression. This means that data specific to 
a location (i.e.: the number of gay households 
in Calgary) will be rounded up or down by 
five or ten percent. Data specific to 
communities below a certain threshold 
population will simply not be published. 
With these “safeguards” in place, gays 
and lesbians in relationships are urged to stand 
up and be counted, making the scope of their 
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Perhaps then, armed with 


will take a closer look at 
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the government of 


implementing more comprehensive rights for 
members of our community. 


—Cory Loshney 
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Archer takes aim at gay traditions 


by David Crosson 

Recently, author Bert Archer has been 
the eye of a media storm—gay 
straight—following the release of his 
controversial new book The End Of Gay. 
While many are content to attack from afar 
and vilify him for his views, Outlooks opted 
instead to sit down with Archer and discuss 
the ideas that are causing such a stir. 

Outlooks: How easy—or difficult— 
was it for you to write this book? 

Archer: I only started thinking about 
this being a book, as opposed to me trying to 
figure out myself and life, a couple of years 
ago. Once I started writing I realized it was 
something I had been thinking about for an 
awfully long time and that I had an 
enormous frame of reference for it: little 
things I had stored away; books I’d read; 
people I had talked to; movies I’d seen... that 
sort of thing. And once I started writing I 
realized that all that stuff was in my head 
and a lot of the research had been done over 
a decade, and I didn’t have to do it again. I 
wouldn’t go so far as to say it was ‘easy’, 
but enormously enjoyable. It took about 
eighteen months to do, from the time it came 
up as an idea for a book, and now. 

Outlooks: Are you experiencing, or do 
you anticipate experiencing, any backlash 
from certain segments of the gay 
community? 

Archer: Oh—already! I’ve had two 
extraordinarily negative reviews: one in 
Xtra! in Toronto, who devoted the entire 
front page of their Arts section to it and 
saying how much they really, really thought 
it was crappy, and then the Toronto Star 
review that was done by Sky Gilbert, the 
founder of Buddies In Bad Times theatre. 
He just fell over himself trying to express 
the profundity of his hatred for this book. 
And it was enjoyable! He was just—you 
could hear the spluttering out of his lips as 
you read the prose. I assumed that, when I 
titled the book The End. Of Gay, big portions 
of “gay” were not going to like being 


and 
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“ended.” That’s not something I worried 
about and something I very definitely 
expected—and would’ have been 
disappointed if it hadn’t happened. 

Outlooks: You refer to a number of 
specific points in history in the book— 
Elizabethan England, for example—when 
sexuality was more of a grey zone. Do you 
think that this point in time will be looked 
back upon in a similar way? 

Archer: I think so... for the things I’m 
talking about I don’t think we’re going to 
have any watersheds, I don’t think we’re 
going to have another Stonewall. Nothing 
that marks the beginning of a new era—no 
Armistice Day that marks the end of the 
“sexual identity war.” I think it'll be 
something that, twenty years down the road, 
we'll look back on and realize very 
gradually that sexual identity is now an 
historical phenomenon and not a 
contemporary one. It will be a very gradual 
thing that people might not even notice as it 
happens. And I think to a great extent that 
TV stuff—things like Dawson’s Creek and 
Friends—incorporate radically different 


‘Only $6.00 Use 


approaches to sexuality and relationships 
without ruffling any feathers at all. I mean, 
Ellen ruffled feathers, Will & Grace ruffles 
feathers; gay characters on shows ruffle 
feathers. But these things aren’t about the 
gay character on these shows—it’s not about 
Jack on Dawson’s Creek or the lesbian 
moms on Friends, that’s not where the 
“action” is. The action is with the main 
characters—the main question on Dawson's 
Creek is what’s the difference between 
friends and lovers? And slowly and surely 
the show is realizing—and saying—there is 
no difference. They’ ve figured out stuff that 
no one else has bothered to think about. 

Outlooks: Such as? 

Archer: Oh, distinctions between 
emotional and sexual fidelity, for example. 
Of the possibility of there being such a thing 
as a f**kbuddy, that friends can be lovers or 
sex-buddies and it doesn’t necessarily have 
to destroy a friendship. A lot of people think 
that if you screw around with a friend then 
that’s the end of a friendship. _No—not 
necessarily. I think this movement is a very 
quiet, mainstream sort of thing that’s 
happening slowly. I’ve made the argument 
that not only is this starting to happen, but 
we should also foster it. 

Outlooks: What, then, is the payoff for 
fostering this kind of thought? 

Archer: Well, I think we should be 
remembering that back in 1969 when “gay” 
started—modern gay started—that it was 
seen very much as a means to an end. That 
the GLF thought of gay as the first step in an 
eventual sexual liberation, a pansexual 
liberation. And when they started talking 
about stuff like that they encountered 
another type of Stonewall and they just said 
“Let’s do this one thing at a time. First step: 
get people used to boys holding hands with 
boys, girls holding hands with girls, and take 
it from there. We’ve now achieved that— 
there have been many battles and 
skirmishes—but we’ve now kind of 
achieved that. I mean, thirty years in 


historical terms is a blip, but in human terms 
it’s a lifetime. And people have forgotten 
that this was the first step on the way to 
something else. All I’m doing is saying 
“You know that time that you were looking 
forward to, back in 1969, when you could 
talk about these views and people would 
start listening to them and acting on them— 
well, it’s now.” So let’s start. 

Outlooks: Why do you think there is a 
tendency for people to lump anything not 
straight—i.e. bisexuals, crossdressers, the 
transgendered—together under the heading 
of gay? 

Archer: Well, there are needs on both 
sides in that respect. People have always 
confused gender and sexuality—not always, 
but for at least one hundred years now. It’s 
one of the reasons some think people are 
born ‘gay’ or ‘straight’, is that we’ve all run 
across the little four-year-old boy who’s a 
total ‘‘femmebot” and they say “Oh, look, 
he’s a fag.” No. He’s effeminate, and that’s 
a totally different thing. So that’s one reason 
that transsexuals, the transgendered and all 
that are lumped in together. On the one side, 
on the part of mainstream society, it’s a 
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corralling of sexual difference all into one 
thing—and that just seems completely 
natural, wanting to scoot it off to one side 
and deal with it at once instead of with each 
issue One at a time. From the other side, 
united fronts are always more effective, and 
if you get a whole bunch of people 
together—and try to avoid infighting—you 
can present one united front and say “Rights 
for sexual difference now.” You can call it 
‘gay’ rights if you want, but it encompasses 
everything and it has proved effective. 

Outlooks: Solidarity has been key, 
then, in your eyes? 

Archer: If you look back—as I think 
we can now—over the various ‘rights’ 
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movements of the 20th century, gay been 
the most successful. . Way quicker, way 


more. comprehensive than say, Civil 


rights. That looked like it happened all at 
once around Martin Luther King, “but 
emancipation was 1860 and it took them 
until 1960 to even begin to see some of 
the practical benefits. And then another 
twenty years to clear away more garbage. 
It took a long time. And feminism 
started, I guess, with the temperance 
movement in the late 19th century and it 
really took until Gloria Steinem for 
things to get moving. ‘Gay,’ between the 
time that it was really bandied about in 
mainstream society and the time that 
we're being ministers of culture in the 


British empire—thirty years. It’s been 
enormously successful in comparison to 
other movements. So, yes—banding 
together was the right strategy. But I 
think also» because of its success that 
‘gay’ has gotten kind of full of itself and 
forgotten that it’s not necessarily 
representative of who we are inside. 
This was useful at one time because you 
needed philosophies that could be 
reduced to placards and marched with, 
but now that we don’t have to do that so 
much, anymore, we should be able to 
think of ourselves in more nuanced 
terms. That’s what I’m arguing for. And 
ignoring that is what I’m arguing against. 
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BERT ARCHER 


THE END OF GAY 


(and the death of heterosexuality) 


The End Of Gay by Bert Archer 

1999, Random House, Toronto 
Ontario 
Reviewed by Cory Loshney 

In his debut book, Archer takes aim 
at the modern conventions of sexuality. 
The End Of Gay is about exposing and 
explaining the dialectic of straight vs. 


gay as a myth. Through a quick 
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The Kid (What Happened After My 
Boyfriend And I Decided To Go Get 
Pregnant) by Dan Savage 

1999, Dutton Books, New York, New 
York 
Reviewed by Michael Sainsbury 

In reading Dan Savage's new book 
about gay adoption, | was reminded of an old 
playground taunt about being up in a tree, k- 
i-s-s-i-n-g. The results of this arboreal 
activity were strict, inexorable and swift. 
First came love, then came marriage, then 
came one or other of the guilty parties with a 
baby carriage. None of these events was 
particularly appealing at that age-—hence the 
taunt. 

But for boys who spent quality time with 
other boys, there was no playground 
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description, the course of his own 
thoughts, then tracking the history and 
finally deconstructing the roles, Archer 
has written a bright, contemporary and, 
above all controversial piece of queer 
theory. 

While examining his own life and 
sexuality, he discovered contradictions in 
his own perceived role as a gay man. 
While he had learned that the ‘six pack’ 
[beer] rule often worked with straight 
men in his life, he’d also found it just as 
true from his own liaisons with women. 
Looking further (historically, culturally, 
personally), Archer found the barriers 
had been transgressed as often as not and 
began to question the whole set of 
premises. He then came to the 
conclusion that the whole set of roles and 
rules were artificial and very recent. 

Archer attributes the ‘real’ beginning 
of gay to the start of World War II, as 
millions of young American men were 
exposed (via the draft and recruitment 
screening) to the concept and rules of 
gayness by being confronted with the 
Army’s checklist. That, itself, was the 
result of pseudo-psychological research 
which described homosexuality as sexual 
perversion, and gays as unsuitable for 


rhyme—aunless your name happened to be 
Barry (rhymes with “fairy’’}—but there could 
be fear and eventual self-loathing. Even after 
graduation from the small-mindedness of 
grade five (to the ultimate and vast 
openmindedness of adulthood), love 
remained unimaginable for many 
homosexuals in the ‘70s and ‘80s—marriage 
was out of the question, and the baby carriage 
was a hopeless joke. 

Fast forward two decades. Along comes 
Dan Savage, a thirtysomething sex advice 
columnist and gay author who has written a 
surprisingly moving book that explains, in 
the words of the subtitle, “What Happened 
After My Boyfriend and I Decided to Go Get 
Pregnant’. Its no surprise that Savage could 
write such a heartwarming book: he’s a good 
writer and obviously understands much 
about human sexuality and psychology. But 
his typically risque style (he describes a lot of 
sex), scathing and impolitic wit (fat people 
are not sexually attractive), and disarming 
frankness (he decided to adopt a child so he’d 
have something to write about) could haye 
upstaged the thoughtful and touching human 
drama that forms the heart of his book. 

Savage, however, knows when to play 
the clown and when to play it straight. 
Whether he’s making fun of fundamentalist 
Christians, Catholic guilt, or digital rectal 
exams, Savage is a master of timing who tells 
a funny anecdote (and there are many) then 
gets on with the show. 

In this case, the show is a double feature: 
open adoption and gay parenting, In open 
adoption, parents and children maintain a 
relationship with the birth mother (and 
sometimes the father), thus mitigating the 
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combat. This was, according to Archer, 
the first time that homosexuality had 
been addressed as a demographic group, 
as opposed to “normal” society. That 
isolated a chunk of the population, who 
fortunately derived identification from 
these behavioural rules. 

Archer draws heavily from examples 
in history, gay culture, and pop culture to 
fuel his arguments. Oscar Wilde is in 
there, of course, as a man who was able 
to love his family, as well as other men. 
The distinction drawn by the author is 
that Wilde was persecuted more for the 
way that his behaviour infringed upon his 
role as a gentleman, husband, and parent, 
rather than his gayness, as such. Good 
Victorian gentlemen did not flaunt their 
affairs, whether they were straight or gay. 
His behaviour was not all that 
uncommon, after all. Archer posits that 
as long as certain lines weren’t crossed, 
gay behaviour was tolerated as part of 
sexuality, and not basis for 
distinction, segregation, or 
discrimination. 

Joey Tribbiani, from Friends, is 
Archer’s positive example from pop 
Ostensibly straight, Joey is a 
existing for his own 


normal 


culture. 
physical animal, 


secrecy or flat-out sigma that can result from 
a closed adoption. In gay parenting, 
prospective moms and/or dads prepare 
themselves for the rejection, derision or 
wholesale hatred that can result from their 
desire to be parents. Savage weaves these 
storylines throughout the book, treating each 
subject not only with candor, but also 
compassion. 

Tf anything, Savage reserves his least 
compassionate tone for himself and his own 
foibles. He’s petulant and mean-spirited 
when he refuses to let his boyfriend listen to 
dance music in the car. He's downright crass 
in a chapter written for his prospective 
offspring. He’s also paranoid, judgemental, 
and arrogant. By the third chapter, in fact, I 
was wondering whether Savage was ready 
for a relationship, let alone z a baby. But as he 


points out, straight people can have as many 


strikes against ‘them—and_ many : more 
serious flaws—but they can still have babies, 
and they can still adopt. In either case, they | 
don’t have to explain themselves. 

_ For straight readers, this is a 
wonderfully frank look at adoption. It cuts 
through the social work goo and 
‘agencyspeak’ that apparently riddles the 
whole process. Most importantly, it reminds 
hopeful parents to have a sense of humour as 
they embark on this exciting phase of life. 

For gay readers, however, Savage’s 
book is much more than the story of two men 
and a baby. It conveys all the excitement, joy 
and nervousness of impending parenthood— 
something many gay men and women may 
have written off a long time ago—in a 
playground far, far away. _ 


pleasure. Implications are made, and it 
easy to imagine Joey as the hedonistic 
bisexual, especially when we watch the 
interplay between him and Chandler. 
This archetypical hedonist can be 
considered an example of the way that 
pop culture leads the way, opening the 
lines, loosening the definitions, of the 
way that sexual freedom is beginning to 
be reclaimed. 

This book is easily one of the most 
argumentative pieces of gender theory in 
print today. It manages to twist our heads 
around a set of ideas (as opposed to 
‘straightness’ or ‘gayness’), and presents 
them as ones that aren’t so new after all. 
He walks us through this thorny ground 
with writing that is concise, funny and 
very thoughtful. It is difficult to be angry 
with Archer, but easy to take issue with 
what he says. The subject is very queer, 
with its destabilization of sexual roles, 
but works against the very concept of gay 
identity, by labelling it artificial. The 
author makes it clear that he doesn’t 
mean to belittle the real struggles and 
pain of forging gay identity, but tells us 
that the time for the struggle and division 
are past. 


HALL’S 
WAREHOUSE 


Be sure to catch our closing 
out sale— 
incredible savings until 
December 31 


Furniture - Lamps - 
Chinoiserie + Objets d’art - 
much more! 
1733 10th Ave SW 
228-1500 
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by Charlene Lichtenstein 

In the holiday spirit of ‘Y-not?’ let’s use this 
December to look into the jaws of Y2K. As we hang 
our festive seasonal decorations, what do we expect 
from Santa’s little visit? Keep an optimistic frame of 
mind, kids, sometimes a lump or two in an article of 
clothing is exactly what we are wishing for... 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

With visions of sugarplums dancing in their heads, 
gay Rambos realize that they are on the verge of a major 
professional breakthrough. Take a calculated risk and 
grab for the glory as the new millennium beckons. You 
may experience a temporary financial setback but what 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 
Even though their self-confidence has taken a bit of 
a beating over the past couple of months, rainbow Bulls 
will be full of plucky holiday. spirit this December. 
Good luck is at hand throughout the month, so out with 
the old in with the new! Clear away the cosmic debris 
and welcome 2000 like a newborn babe: with a bottle in 


your mouth and needing a change of underwear. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Problems will pop up unexpectedly and out of 
nowhere, but don’t let small bumps in the road run you 
off the highway. December promises to be a month to 
remember for queer Twins with a bawdy sense of 
adventure. I predict either a randy Roman holiday with 
a few young bucks or an unforgettable evening with 
“roaming Randy” that costs a few bucks. Whatta 
choice! 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Most of December seems to revolve around your 
job, but even plucky pink Crabs won’t be able to 
concentrate on the day-to-day for long. Finish up old 
projects and close out the old year. Then, after the 23rd, 
draw your attention to mergers and acquisitions—in 
partnerships. If you are still trawling for a big catch, 
use this time to bait your hook and stick your pole in the 
water. Feel a nibble? 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Anything to do with creative pastimes should be 
pursued with vigor this December. Transformative 
personal changes will take place as your great gay muse 
goes into overdrive. Gay Leos will be able to capture 
the imaginations of millions but may be reined in by 
time constraints between work and play after the 23rd. 
Remember that sometimes even divas scrub the 
bathroom and do laundry. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

An old broom will sweep things clean for all 
meticulous queer Virgos this December. Pluto will be 
demanding changes in your home fife and you must 
obey. Whether this means a change of residential venue 
or a frank discussion with any homophobic relations, 
it’s all up to you. Whatever project you undertake, 
tackle it before the 23rd; after that, it’s party time and 
domestic harmony be damned. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Proud Libras may be faced with the daunting task of 
having to choose between the tried and true or the new 
and exciting in love this December. Which way will 
your heart and your flesh go? The planets spur you to 
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an ultimate decision by electrifying your every word 
and creating monumental changes in your life with 
every slip of the tongue. Hmmm, do tell, darling! 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

Can money buy happiness? You'll be tempted to 
buy gifts galore this December as the planets total up 
the bottom line. Queer Scorps may alienate partners 
with their mercenary meanderings if they exceed the 
spending limit. Demonstrate your devotion after the 
23rd in time for the New Year festivities, or risk 
spending the 3lst with your auntie instead of with a 
sugar daddy or red hot mama. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Gay Archers will manage to party hearty this party 
hearty season thanks to rowdy, no-holds-barred 
retrograde Jupiter. You’re destined to make a big social 
splash this December se dress appropriately, please (no 
cellophane underwear unless, requested). At the same 
time, Saturn will cast a few stones in your job path; 
keep up on the day-to-day so you don’t get bowled over 
or dissipated. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

What’s mine is mine and..what’s yours is mine— 
isn’t that the way things work? Pink Caps will learn the 
hard way, this December, thatthe more they give the 
more they get. Karmic compensation demands that you 
dedicate holiday time to improving conditions in our 
community. I suspect that by.the 23rd all your good gay 
deeds will be amply rewarded. No, not with cold cash, 
dear... 


CeLEBRATE THE 
MILLENNIUM 7 
THAT UP, CAUSE -- 


GLEN HANSON SS 
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AD. 


I GOT us A FLIGHT 7O 
LAS VEGAS, A ROOM AT 
THE MGM GRAND ... ANC 
Two FRONT ROW SEATS TO 
BARBRA STREISANDS NEW 
YEAR’s EVE CONCERT... 


OH YEAH? WELL... L HATE 
SNOW -- ANo I HATE 
SKIING -- AND ZU BE 
DAMNED iF I’M GONNA 
SPEND THE LAST NIGHT 
OF THIS MILLENNIUM 
FREEZING MY ASS OFF 
ON SOME GODFORSAKEN 
MOUNTAINTOR L/L 


DIVA, 


REMEMBER HOW WE SAID WE WANTED TO po 
SOMETHING REALLY SPECIAL TOGETHER To 


YEAH! GLAD YA BROUGHT 


z Si 


UH... NATHAN ... IT DON’T 
KNoW How To TELL You THIS-- 


I HATE 
LAS VEGAS... 
ANO T REALLY 
CoN‘T CARE FOR 
BARBRA 
STRE(SANC. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Aqueerians may experience love on the job this 
December as Venus navigates through their charts. But 
beware of mistletoe at the office party, honey; it may 
sweep you off your feet.and cloud your better 
judgement. There are a few hidden things that will 
demand inspection and clarification. Wait until after the 
23rd and take a look before you leap. Then, if the world 
is your oyster, slurp it up! 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

December will be the perfect month to reconnect 
with friends and get involved in group activities. 
Rainbow Fish are going through a transitional phase in 
their careers and can gait great insight and direction 
from others during this tumultuous time. Money will be 
a source of surprises and excess; try to rein it in so you 
have enough dough for some really expensive New 
Year’s champagne. 


(c) 1999 LICHTENSTEIN, All Rights Reserved. 

For Entertainment Purposes Only. For best 
results, read both your Sun sign and Ascendant. Fora 
free calculation of your ascendant, email your 
birthdate, time and place to 
Lichtenstein@AccessNewAge.com. Check out my 
website www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer for free 
online astrological greeting cards, articles and 
horoscopes. 


HONEY, I BQOKEO Us A 
ROMANTIC SKI WEEKEND 
AT THis INCREDIBLE 
CHALET IN ASPEN FOR 
New year’s !! 


HAVE A SURPRISE 
FOR YOu ,T00-- 


Uf wait. IT wave N 
5 A SURPRISE FOR 
k You! 4s 


How CAN You NOT 
LiKE BARBRA 77 
SHEe's -- SHES 

AN iCoN// 


ZL CAN‘T STAND HER, 
I THINK SHES A x 
SHRILL, EGOTISTICAL BITCH. i. 
FRANKLY I/O RATHER 
CHEW GLASS THAN 
SPEND 3 HOURS USTEN- 
ING To HER SCREELHING 
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HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 


Send your letter to: 


Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


Di Club 
international CTR Oute. 


ad ($10.00 extra): 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my 
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100 


employment 


MANTACLEAN SERVICES: cleaning 
private homes or offices. S00 - 1000 sq.ft, 
$50, 1000 - 1500 sq.ft., $75, 1500 sq.ft. and 
up, $125. Ref. avail. Call Xtensions box 2600 
at 777-9459. 


102 
domestic 


House sitter. Call me. I'll take care of your 
home, your pets, and water your plants. Live 
in or out. Mature reliable male. Phone 281- 
2467. 


103 
trades 


RIVERBEND RENOVATIONS 
Decks * Landscape Architecture « 
Kitchens * Bathrooms ° Finishing 

Carpentry 
Personal Service and Quality 
Workmanship 
Call Chris 270-2377 


shared accom. 


Penthouse suite to share avail. immed 
Downtown. Seven appliances. Fireplace, 
full-time employed only. $450/month, 237- 
6569. 


Male has brand new 2 bdrm condo to share 
with same in Harvest Hills. Must be non 
smoker. Private bathroom. Very clean. 
$375.00 incl. Phone: 226-5750, 


Female working/student to share two 
bedroom apartment in Bridgeland. $325 incl. 
cable and utilities. Call 225-1972. 


Male to share house in Thorncliffe. Clean, 
responsible but easy-going. Smoker OK, 
$350 inclusive. Bar, pool table, etc... 
Furnished, except bedroom. Call Andy 275- 
5792. 


Female N/S, N/P roommate wanted to share 
condo with lesbian couple. Located in SW, 10 
min from MRC, 15 min from U of C. On bus 
route. $400/month. Includes bedroom, bath, 
W/D, D/W, cable. Internet access available. 
DD required. Available immediately. Call 
240-1920. 


Female N/S to share my home in Millrise. 
Close to Fish Creek and all amenities. 
$375.00 + 1/2 utilities. Lower bedroom. Call 
201-5940. 


Roommate needed to share 3 bdrm house in 


N.W. $300/month + 1/3 utilities. Close to all 
amenities, close to pool. Evenings 295-7549. 


FIRST 25 WORDS - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


F | 


Two bedroom apt. in Kensington, avail. 
Nov Ist. close to university, LRT, bike paths. 
Non smoker, male preferred, should like dogs. 
$400/month, $300 DD. Rick 270-7238. 


Roommates wanted in Temple. Upper 
medium size room $375/m. Lower large 
bedroom with attached private living area & 
own phone line $425/m. Includes semi- 
private bathrooms, cable, all utilities & sauna. 
DD same as rent. Call 862-5713. 


Responsible N/S male to share 2 bdrm, 2 
bathroom condo with male owner in Windsor 
Park. Close to bus, downtown and Chinook 
mall. Should like cats. $450 inclusive(util, 
cable, W/D + maid service) + DD. References 
required. Call 640-8920. 


204 


accommodations 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $190 per nignt 


11" Street _ 
Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


| 


PREWIE DORNTOWH LOCATION 
OMSTA TABI RATES 
PROVES STRVIIG THE INTERNATIONAL 
LESBIAN AND GAY COMMUBITY 
FOR OVER A YEAR! 


JOHH OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


PP: //WWW.11STREET.COM 


206 


vacation rentals 


Cozy two-bedroom cottage, south-facing 
views of Browning Harbour. Easy walking 
to local shopping and pub. $425/week. 


E-mail: burdett@gulfislands.com Phone: 
(250)629-9922 www.gulfislands.com/ 
razorpoint 


2 CONDOS - PUERTO VALLARTA 
1) | BDRM balcony, 2 blocks to blue/green 
chairs beach. 2) 2 BDRM - | block to 
blue/green chairs beach; ocean views from 2 
balconies, private pool. Both available 
daily, weekly, monthly. Pay CDN $. Call 
Dale 403-228-1350. email: 
scoot0! @ibm.net or Rob @ 403-210-0093, 
email: 01280457 @3web.net 


305 


general sales 


FREE CATALOGUE 


MARC OUEST Erotic leisurewear for 
MEN. Email: marco@mgl.ca. Shop online: 


ED $ 


www.marcouest.com Fax 519-585-1559. 
P.O. Box 1226 Station K, 2384 Yonge Street, 
Toronto ON, M4P 3E5. 


Lost your butt? We have it. 


MENS SUALITY Als GmsATED UNDERWEAR 


BUTT FOR YOU 


210-245 Cartaw Ave. Toronto, ON M4M-25 14 


1-800-409-1563 
www.buttforyou.com 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


Over 1,000 
gay male 
movies to buy ¢ 
or rent! 


new 
hard 


or write to 

Express Video, 

#202, 11745% 

Jasper Ave. 

Edmonton, 

Alta. TSKONS. Ph:780-482-7480. 


E-mail: exec.express@v-wave.com 


Natural products designed to support and 
enhance your immune system. A healthy 
immune system is essential to the body's 
ability to maintain optimal health. 209- 
0729. 


AGENTS FOR ARTISTS 
We support local artists & sculptors— 
please forward listings of available prints 
and originals that are available for sale 


with means of contact to Dynamic 
Impressions, 1444 - 17 Ave SW, Calgary 
Phone: 229-2127. Fax: 229-1264 


401 
massage 


Larry’s Soothing Comfort Massage offers 
personalized service to suit your needs. 
Caring, personable, certified masseur 
welcomes M/F. House calls are available. 
Phone (403) 606-1812, Calgary. 


NOW IN CALGARY 
Jeffrey M4M massage, 8 yrs experience, 
outcalls to home/hotel, first time discount, 
weekly specials, 607-3156. 


MEN. Treat yourself to one of life’s other 
pleasures. Soothing, relaxing bodywork. 
Eves/weekends. Student discounts. Michael 
at 283-7980. No calls after 11 pm thanks. 


Find what you're looking for. 
Take outa classified ad in 


Outlooks. 


PEN PALS WANTED 


Cute slim dark guy, 22 yrs, need a sincere 
companion to settle down. No one night stand 
please. I can travel. Quame Taylor, Box 
DC110, Dansoman Accra, Ghana W/A 


Lam a 32-year-old Russian who wishes to 
find new friends in Canada. My name is 
Andrew, lama professional from Siberia now 
Tesiding in Moscow. I’m 178 cm tall, 68 kilo, 
light. blond hair, blue eyes. If somebody 
wants to write me by e-mail: 
Hogan.Malony@mail-USA.com and the 
ordinary address is Andrew, P.O. Box 7678, 
Krasnoyarsk, 660092 Russia. 


Young, honest, handsome gay 19/178/65, 
would like to break solitude with your help. I 
need strong and sincere friendship. Let’s plan 
our future together. 1 am waiting for your 
letters in English to: Alexandr Scherbec, P.O. 
Box 852, Kharkov-2, 310002, Ukraine 


RUSSIAN boy from Ukmaine, 22 y.0., 176 
cm, 70 kg, very handsome, athletic, smooth, 
masculine, would like to meet an honest, 
sincere man for the real friendship and love. 
My address is; Vadim Ivanov, P.O. Box 8362, 
Kharkov-105, 310105, Ukraine 


Brazilian HIV- GWM _ w/Mediterranean 
look, 37-180-94, out of drugs & non- 
smoking, abstentious, yery romantic, 
witender soul & non-effeminate. Slightly 
possessive, stubborn. honest, reliable, frank & 
sincere, routine-minded, disciplined, widely- 
traveled, polyglot, graduate. Marcelo Reis, 
Poste Restante, 20001-970 Rio, Brazil. 


Handsome, honest gay professional model, 


| 25/183/72 would like to find good friends for 


118, 310118, Ukraine 

Boy from Ukraine, 20 y.o., very handsome, 
masculine, athletic, smooth, would like to 
meet a sincere and honest man for the real 


friendship. Please write to; Anatoliy. 
Borovoy, P.O. Box 1832, Kharkiv-24, 
310024, Ukraine 


Russian athletic soldier, 20yo/190 cmv/88 
kg, champion of Ukraine in swimming, very 
handsome, muscular and active, would like to 
meet sincere, romantic, warm-hearted, lonely 
friend for long-term relationship based on 
love, passion and faithfulness and for the 


very appreciated. Please enclose intemational 
postage stammp--if possible, because my army 
service is free of charge. Ivan Karimov, PO 
Box 8782, Kharkov-2, 310002, Ukraine. 


CURRENT DEADLINE: December 20, 1999 


Complete this form and mail-or fax it to:Outlooks at the address on Page 3. 
_ All-ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


Headline: 


Entire ad in Bold: 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


$20.00 


$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 


Photograph (1"x1” B&W): 


$15.00 


Border Around Ad: $15.00 
Reply Number Forwarding: 


$5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 

GRAND TOTAL: 
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friends 


GWM, 6’2”, 180, 49, dark hair/mustache, professional. 
Seeks monogamous relationship-oriented, open 
communicator interested in establishing quality lifestyle, 
priorities=love, happiness, harmony, sincerity, joy, 
prosperity. Reply #1265. 

SWM, 39, partial to les/bi females seeks submissive 
relationship/friendship with a straight or gay female/couple. 
Have heavy foot fetish, Fill my Xmas stocking. Calgary. 
Reply #1266. 

Ho-ho-ho. Stuff your stocking with genuine, caring N/S, 
40ish, Edmonton male who'd never be mistaken for an elf-- 
except in bed. (Batteries not included.) Reply #1267. 

Dear Santa, GWM, 35 yr old, 160 Ibs, hoping you’ve 
noticed I’ve been too good lately. Please deliver my Xmas 
gift ASAP. Wrapping optional. Reply #1268. 


403 
models & escorts 


KURT 


Calgary-based 
bodybuilder escort, 
28, 5'9", 200 Ibs. 


http://members.aol.com 
/Flex4Hire 


Pager: (403) 213-9929. 


BONDAGE MODELS wanted for new members-only 
fantasy fiction website. Payment is ona sliding scale. 18-28, 
slim to muscular preferred. Send recent photo and contact 
information to Reply #1265. 


ADVERTISE 


OUTLOOKS 18 MULTIMEDIA! 
YOUR ADVERTISEMENT IN 
OUTLOOKS INCLUDES: 


* NATIONAL CIRCULATION IN CANADA 
* FREE WEBSITE PLACEMENT 


° FREE PHONE XTENSIONS FOR THREE MONTHS 


eH E a 


CLA S S#era 


COMING TO TORONTO? 
Ten thick inches guaranteed! 


Attractive, athletic university jock escort $/model $, sare, 
discreet, fun. Limited time offer, I rarely advertise. 
In/out. Mike. (416) 466-6358 downtown. 


Make me part of your travel itinerary! 


404 
dating services 


GET SEX TONIGHT! 

Instant live phone conversations with hot Calgary gay 
men. All live, all the time. For your free membership, call 
777-948 k. 


HOT ONLINE ENTERTAINMENT 

GaySex2000.com MarineStuds.com 
Gay-Chat.com StudMail.com 
VoyeurCamLive.com  UncutStuds.com 
MaleCards.com GayPornoChannel.com 


GaySexLive.com 
GayKiss.com 
BlackStud.com 


www.squirt.org Alberta’s Neighbourhood Sex Guide 


www.squirtpersonals.com Personal ads for Alberta guys 
looking for sex. 


407 
general 


Intimacy Abuse Survivors: Gay male survivors of 
abusive same-sex relationships, who are interested in 
participating in a graduate research project, can cal! Craig at 
(780) 488-4958 or email: gnauckc @admin.gmcc.ab.ca 

Gay/Bisexual Men Wanted: Adopted, foster, or step- 
child? Or lived with one or more adopted, foster or step- 
brothers and/or step-sisters when growing up? If so, please 
participate in our personality and sexuality study. $20.00 for 
approx. 1/2 hour questionnaire. Anonymous and 
Confidential. Contact Dr. Bogaert or C. Hopkins at (905) 
688-5550 ext. 4230 or email: chopkins@spartan 
ac.brocku.ca 


IN OUTLOOKS 


FOR ONE FAIR PRICE yYou’-t: 


* BE SEEN IN THE 25,500 coPIeEs THAT 
TARGET THE 240,000 GAY AND LESBIAN 
ALBERTANS 
BE VIEWED AT OUR WEBSITE WITH YOUR 
COMPLETE DISPLAY ADVERTIBEMENT TO OVER 
70,000 HITS A MONTH 

°® BE ACCESBED BY XTENBIONB, ALBERTA'S 
TOLL-FREE ACCESS TELEPHONE INFORMATION 
SYSTEM 


ee TEAM 


CALGARY 


Doug McDougall, 
VP Advertising 
1-888-228-1157 


EDMONTON 


Philip Thomarat 
(780) 447-3006 


CALGARY 


Terry Morgan 


22871157 


VANCOUVER 


Michelle Clancey 
(604) 377-3584 


Office equipment needed for new non-profit organization 
Transitions seeks the following: 4-5 drawer lateral and 2- 
drawer filing cabinet, 2 phones, laser print paper, file folders, 
children’s computer programs. Will pick up. Call 275-4580 


Not using your old laptop? 
Transitions “Laptop For Kids”. 


Consider donating it to 
Call 275-4580 
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travel Alberta 


Calgary Westways Guest House 
216- 25 Avenue SW, Calgary 
Calgary’s Finest Gay Owned 

Bed & Breakfast This 

charming 1912 downtown 


Heritage home has exceptional 
accommodation catering to the 


needs of the discerning business 


& leisure travellers, All rooms have private bathrooms, TV, 


VCR & direct dial telephone & modem port. From King bed, 
jetted tub, gas fireplace & air conditioning to double bed & 
claw foot tub, offering value for money prices. Call Jonathon 
229-1758 or www.westways.ab.ca 


FOXWOOD 
Bed & Breakfast 
1725 - 12 Street SW 


Located in the Heart of 
Calgary 
Beautiful 1910 Character Home & Great Hosts 
Very Comfortable Rooms with Many Extras 
New-Indoor ‘Spa’ with Deluxe Jacuzzi 
Close to Clubs & Calgary's Best Dining 
Treat Yourself for Business or Pleasure 


(403) 244-6693 


Queerword Answers 
..-puzzle on page 15 


BaeRwenoo 
@ 2 
nAagmoMmec 


a 
gage 


THE BLACK ORCHID MANOR 


Our Edwardian B&B is 
noted for its homey atmos- 
phere and personal friendly 
service, just blocks from 
" Highway #1 (16th Ave NW) 
=, and central to Calgary's 

nightlife Two private 
rooms with private baths, and two private rooms with 
shared bath. Large decks and hot tub overlook the gar- 
den area. Ample parking. Web site:http://plaza.v- ; 
wave.conypaladin/blackore.html Phone (403) 276-2471 
Email Ithrman@canuck.com 1401 2nd St. N.W. 
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Fernie Westways Guest House 


202 4A Avenue, Fernie BC 


RS i Every home needs a bitch, and one with 
ay vf attitude has arrived in Fernie For 
oe. 

< 


bed reservations: 1-250-423-3058 Fax: 1-250- 
423-3059 
~« Website: http://www.westways .ab.ca 


E-mail: fernie@westways.ab.ca 


She Dragon Fly Inn 
Neleon, B.C. 


Our late Victorian home offers guests two 
antique appointed bedrooms, sumptuous 
breakfasts, an outdoor hot tub; all enjoyed with a 
fabulous view of Kootenay Lake 


Raylene & Laura, 1016 Hall Mines Rd. (250) 
354-1128, Fax (250) 354-1128 Email: 
dragnfly @netidea.com 


701 
business services 


Accurate Accounting Services: personal taxes, GST 
returns, bookkeeping, business returns, payroll and corporate 
returns. Call Bernard at 263-0691 


CALGARY 
Next ARGRA dances: December 11 and January 15 at 
Victoria Park Community Centre Visit 


www.canuck.com/~argra or call (403) 541-8140 for more 
information. 


Saturday, December 18th, 12:30 am at Arena/Detour 
Devon Mills and friends present a tribute to Donnie Peters 


Admission is by a minimum $3.00 donation at the door 


First Brunch 2000 at Money-Pennies, January Ist, noon-3 
pm, tickets on sale now 


EDMONTON 


Into The Woods playing Nov 27 - January 2nd at the 
Citadel. Call 425-1820 or TicketMaster 451-8000 


* Bookkeeping 


aXation Corporate & 
Personal 

* Starting as low as $30 
“GST Retumns 

* Payroll 


Bemard J. F Secker 


Phone: 263-0691 


SERVIC 
OuILEQns 
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STEAMY Www.gayhardlooks.com 
STORIE S 5,000 gay movies. 


Live video chat. 


Memberships in Calgary available at Rainbow Pride Resource Centre. 


HOMEBODIES 

From: Lucas Entertainment 

Featuring: Roberto Vista, Scott Matthews, Logan 
Reed, Chris Capelli, Tyson Cane, Cameron Taylor, 
Dean Edwards, Daniel Ross 

Running Time: 105 minutes 


Don’t be confused by the title of this movie because 
there’s nothing homely about this all-star cast of porn 
superstuds. In the not-so-happy home, morning is a time 
for rejection when someone’s not in the mood for sex and 
has to rush to work, leaving his lover frustrated and horny. 
Domestic bliss is fading in this once-happy home and as 
Roberto heads off to work Scott is left to his own devices. 
Fortunately, just a week ago, Scott met a man named 
Simon at a local bar and, very early in the morning, 
decides to reach out and touch someone. When he phones 


THE WILD ONES 

From: Renegade Studios, presented by Tom of 
Finland Co. 

Featuring: Bull Stanton, Blue Blake, Zak 
Spears, Wolff, Michael Brawn 

Running Time: 96 minutes 


Few people are indifferent when it comes to the 
distinctive visual style of the late Tom of Finland; 
they either love it or hate it. 

This is likely true for the posthumous work that 
bears his name, including the video 1elease The Wild 
Ones, a marathon of hardcore action that clocks in at 
over ninety minutes. For Finland fans, this flick 
doesn’t disappoint, featuring a cast of carnal 
characters in all their gritty, grotty cum-gushing 
glory. From motorcycle boys to leathermen, nearly 
every stereotype of western machismo is represented 


CALGARY 


Community Groups 
AIDS Calgary. 

Border Riders Motorcycle Club 
Buck Naked Boys Club 
Calgary Cycling Group... 


Different Strokes Swim Club 
Fairy Tales, Film Festival 
Fem to Fem Social Group (for women only).2050 


I-Dentity 

Integrity. 

Men’s Domestic Conflict Help Line 
Men’s Project. 

Metropolitan Community Church. 
Pride Calgary 


Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club... 

SHARP Foundation 

Society Housing AIDS Restricted Persons2830 
Speak Sebastian 

Victorian Matriarchal Academy 


CALGARY 


Businesses 


11 St Lodging 
Arena Coffee Shop 


Jane Oxenbury, M. Ed, Psych.. 
Jeffery’s Boudoir Photography 
Labyrinth Lodge 

Loading Dock... 

Mantaclean 

Marlborough Ford. 

Money-Pennies 

Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker 
Victoria's 


Instructions: To access the Directory: 
° Dial 777-9499 (Outside Calgary 1-877-882-2011). 


¢ Press 1 on your touch-tone phone at the main menu prompt. 


¢ Enter the four-digit Xtension number. 


December 99 OVUTL GQKs 


Simon, Scott finds that he is up for a rendezvous 
immediately. When Scott is naked you have to wonder 
why his lover was in such a hurry to leave, and Simon is 
more than accommodating. Even when Roberto phones 
home the passion barely cools down long enough for 
Simon to arrange a drink date for later with him. 
Needless to say, the meeting at the local bar between 
Roberto and Scott finds Scott a little cool and Roberto hot 
to trot. This creates confusion and yet another altercation 
between the lovers when Scott leaves Roberto and storms 
off home, Roberto decides it’s playtime. (And, of course, 
the olive-skinned, dark-haired Latino soon finds some 
playmates.) Roberto introduces himself to Jack and Ted 
and an electric conversation begins which even a go-go 
dancer cannot break into. As it gets late, the threesome 
leaves together, but Jack disappears leaving Roberto and 
Ted to go it alone. However, when they arrive at Ted’s 


rippling their muscles on screen. The cast is 
uniformly (in and out of uniform) larger than life—all 
massive torsos and tree-trunk legs—a far more 
accurate translation from illustration to live-action 
than anything in the Batman series. Refreshingly, 
they also lack a degree of the typical L.A. polish most 
widely seen in porn today, opting more for a 
decidedly ‘realistic’ ruggedness. For the most part, 
the production values are low-budget, but it works to 
the film’s advantage by lending a very gritty, seedy 
vintage feel that captures the illicit mood of gay sex 
in what was Finland’s peak era. You can almost smell 
the motor oil and stale perspiration—pardon, sweat. 
The scenes (some shot in a blue wash to great effect) 
tun the location gamut from a backroom in a garage 
to a basement dungeon to an interlude on a billiard 
table (the best one features an eight-ball trick that 
puts the infamous stripper Mitzi Dupré to shame). 


$2.95: 


4 DAY TRIAL 


apartment there’s a really big naked surprise awaiting 
them. Without pausing for an introduction, Roberto 
makes himself at home and a solid gold menage a trois 
follows, during which Logan Reed proves why he is a star. 

As with all good stories there is a happy ending. 
Even though Roberto stayed out all night, when he arrives 
home he and Scott start the day off right together. This 
video is definitely something to write home about! 

Review sponsored by Express Video, #202 11745 
Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480. Email: 
exec.express@v-wave.com 


RATING: out OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: 43 SET: tk 
BODIES: 4k tk STORY: 4k 
ACTION SCENES: $3404 


For hardcore fans, the action is undiluted, 
undiminished, and inarguably over the top. The 
flavour of the week here is definitely not vanilla. If 
you’re queasy, be warned that the ‘handball’ thing 
figures prominently in The Wild Ones action—there 
are more white gloves here than at a southern 
debutante ball. In all, though, this film captures a 
wonderfully “dirty” sexual atmosphere that somehow 
manages to make it all seem like so much more fun. 

Review sponsored by Rainbow Pride Resource 
Centre, L100 822 11th Avenue SW, Calgary, 266- 
5685 


RATING: 
MUSIC: 
BODIES: * 
ACTION SCENES: 4% 


OUT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
SET: tok took 
STORY: 


ad 7 -9499 


toll free 1-877-882-2011 


the telegquide to the Gay & Lesbian Community 


EDMONTON 


Community Groups 

Buck Naked Boys Club of Edmonton 
Dignity 

Equal Alberta 


Gay Men’s Wednesday Coffee Evening ...2021 


LEGIT Edmonton 

Long Yang Club 

Men’s Support Group 
Northern Titans Bowling.. 
Outreach (U of A) 


Police Liaison Committee.... 
Prime Timers of Edmonton 
River Valley Cyclists 

The Curtain Rises . 
Womonspace 

Youth Understanding Youth 


ae 
Ma — 


iste ored ple Cruiselline 


Calgary: 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics by Karen 


LETHBRIDGE 


Community Groups 
AIDS Connection Society 


Outlooks presents 


Mantaclean 
Xtension 2600 
Randy Harris, MSW 
Xtension 2448 


EQUAL=ALBERTA 
Xtension 2019 
GLCCE 
Xtension 2860 


777-9494 


Edmonton: 413-7122 


finmstructions: To obtain an Xtension for your group: 


¢ Call Outlooks at 228-1157 (Outside Calgary 1-888-228-1157) 
We can also help you with any problems in changing your Xtension messages, 
reporting outdated belo abet or answering your psn al : 


tata neanenenepenansaei 


Bantf ( 403) 760-5387 


Pay using Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover, Check by Phone, 900 Billing or Cash. Discreetly billed as BMC, Boulevard Media Inc. BMC takes no responsibility for personal meetings. Callers must be 18+.” 


www. interactivemale.com 


© Cruise through thousands of voice ads or record 

your own ads... FREE! Just call 777-9494 (Calgary) 

or 413-7122 (Edmonton) and follow the recorded 
instructions. 


© Respond to voice ads or retrieve messages 
for as little as 10¢/minute! 


© For membership information, call Customer 
Service toll-free at 1-877-882-2010 (Calgary), 
1-877-882-2007 (Edmonton) or visit one of 
our cash locations: 


Calgary: With the Times (2 locations) 
22124 - 4th Street SW & 118 10th Street NW 
10:00 am - 11:00 pm, 7 days a week 


Calgary: Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 
L100 - 822 11th Ave SW 
Noon - 10:00 pm, 7 days a week 


Edmonton: Down Under 
12224 Jasper Ave 
Open 24 hrs/day 
..or visit any Western Union outlet! 


g, hiking. I'm reasonably cultured, enjoy 
cinema and the arts. I'm still 
joy dining out. | don't 
€ so you can understand why the bar 
ne is not an important part of my life, 
gh spending times with friends is. |'m 
ted to tall asculine, in shape guys 
around my Own age who afe bright, sensible 
and have a sense of humour 


a home 


city that are 
interested in ¢ yything 
active. I'm quite 
hair, considered attractive by my fnends. 


23, univers 
0 100th swimmer’s build 
Looking for someone under 30 to get togeth 
er for some safe, discreet, fun and good times. 


gay male 
ationship. I'm done with the bar 
head games. | enjoy going out for cof 
with my friends going for 


looking for a 


Box 2307: Looking for 2 or more good-look- 
ing studs who'd like to fuck my ass and let me 
eat out yours. | like the feeling of having a shaft 
rammed down my throat. I'm 6, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, hairy’chested, 44. Let's get togeth 
er and have some fun 


someone down: 
Not into games 


Box 2336: I'm 6'3", 165lb, dark brown hair, 
brown eyes, very attractive, minimal body hair, 
discreet. Looking for 

together with. 7° cut 


ywn eyes, goatee, 
and | certainly don't strive 
mountain bik 
ing, SI ho INC IKE 
photography 
nite hold on my lif 
and it turns ir 
some. If we turr 


160Ib. I'm not 
obe the 
movies 
| can, | have a defi 

hould you. If we meet 
longterm relationship, awe 
ut to be great friends, | have 


trave 


Box 2348: Good-looking guy, mid-20s, 6’, 
170lb, dark blonde hair, blue eyes, 8" cut 
no problem with that. I'm not into games and —_ Looking for another young, good-looking, in 
I'm not totally into the gay Have | shape guy 

peaked your interest ? o== 


scene 
: Box 2363: I'm Henri, 22, dark hair, brown 
maybe — eyes, 150lb, good-looking, attractive. Looking 
black for somebody 18-30 to have fun with 
20 vision 
including movies, televi 
I'm very open-minded, 
like to create a new circle of 


Box 2457: I'm 29 but act like I'm 5 
yn a good day, 5111", 174Ib 
hair, what's left of it, brown eyes, 20 
| have many interests, 
sion, cooking, sports. 
well-educated. |'d 
3 and go fror 


even 6 


Box 2367: Straight, good-looking, 29, 5'10 

150lb. My girlfriend is 24, 5'8", 110lb. She 
wants to have a guy join us for a threesome. I've 
never tried it but she wants to. I'm curious. You 
are 18-24 and want to join us in a threesome 
someone who is = — = = 

short dark hair, slim 
build, tr swimmer's build, smooth 
|'m interested in a longterm relationship. Let's 
get together.and hit up a friendship. You are not 
into the bar scene 


ni there 


Box 246 
similar to myse' 


19: I'm looking for 
If I'm 6 
im, muscular 


Box 2385: I'm Mike, 24, bi male. | had an 
experience almost a year ago with an older 
gentleman, 37. One of my best experiences 
ever. | used to get-together frequently with him 

ta park. On one occasion he had 2 other fel- 
a there. His cock was 7”. The other fellows 
had 7-9". As a bottom, | rode them all and 
sucked them all off They circle jerked me and 
| took all loads at the same time. I'd like to do 
that again sometime or even a one- on- one 
encounter. | prefer older men and | know I'm 
not the only one. 


Box 2473 who 
ship first and 


'm a profes 


|'m looking to meet other guys 
are relationship-minded for frienc 
see where things go from there 
sional working here in Calgary, 37, in good 
shape, 5'11", 175lb, clean-shaven, dark 
brown hair and eyes. | like to keep fairly active, 


¢ CONNECT LIVE WITH OTHER HOT MEN - 


These are just a 


Box 2406: Wayne, new to the system. Looking 
for transvestites, she-males, hermaphrodites 
I'm very clean and discreet. I'm also very bi- 
curious. 6’, 178lb, clean-shaven, green eyes, 
short sandy-blonde hair and very open-minded 


Box 2431: I'm 5'10", 163lb, in good-shape. 
Looking for another guy who is in his 30s, in real- 
ly good shape, well-hung, who likes to have a 
good time. | like to be submissive and suck cock 


Box 2443: I'm 29, 6'5", 240lb. | drive a bike 
and have full black motorcycle leathers, boots, 
gloves and |'ve an exceptionally talented 
mouth. I'm looking for young men, 

21 of younger, who are all 

hard up and looking for 

some release. Boys, 

has your girlfriend 

got you all frus- 

trated? Come 

visit me 
downtown. | 
can enter 
tain. | can 
take phone 
calls and | 
respect your 
limits 
Discretion, 
cleanline 
hygiene e 
and assured 
exceptionally talented 

mouth can take care of that 

young hard pole of yours. Nothing bet 


ter than snacking on a young hard piece of 
meat. You can come again and again, I'll drink 
your juice down. I'm looking for an ongoing 
relationship with a young man who is cut 


Box 2450: Looking for ane or more guys who'd 
like to get together on a regular basis. |'m really 
into oral, giving and receiving, | have 8"cut, 6’, 
good-looking, masculine, short brown hair, blue 
eyes, Clean-shaven, moderately hairy. Looking to 
have some fun. 


Box 2453: I'm 34, brown hair, brown eyes, 6’, 
an-shaven, pretty smooth chested, 

" waist, well-endowed with just over 8° 
good-looking. I'm looking for something that is 
casual and ongoing 


Box 2455: I'm Justin, attractive, 6', sandy- 
blonde hair, blue eyes, 175lb, 7"cut cock with 
a nice mushroom head. I'm looking for a little 
brother type, under 25, who would like to be 


spoiled. I'm 28, very generous, looking for fun 


Box 2477: I'm Jeff Howdy! I'm looking for fun 
with a cowboy. |'d like to find a man who looks 
good in wranglers and boots. I'm also interest- 
ed in horseback riding and playing in the hay. 
Ave you into that? Would you like to join me for 
some clean, rodeo fun? 


Box 2485: Curious male, 23, 155lb, 6’, really 
slim, small and tiny butt. I've never been with a 
guy before but !'m really curious. It's all | can 
think about lately. Looking for a guy who is a 
little bit older than me, in his 30's, who wants 
to be gentle but knows what to do. I'm not 
looking for a beginner or anyone who is clum- 
sy. Do you want to ge me a go? 

Box 2500: Mid-40's, 5'8", 180lb, open 
mined and discreet. Looking to entertain at my 
house. Very oral, enjoy giving massages, nip 
ple, ass and butt play 


LEATHER:&°SM 


Box 2390: You are a young, submissive bot- 
tom boy. You have an appreciation for and 
would love to serve a hot, good-looking, 


few of the thousands 


EROTIC STORIES 


of 


talking classified ads appearing right now on 


;.Record your own 


ad or Listen to,1000’s of ads for 


attractive, firm, well-endowed dominant male. | 
have 10+ uncut stiff inches. You'll call me with 
a name, phone number and will have a place 
of your own, If you like this, check this out. You 
are going to be in a position to master the art 
of licking, slurping and sucking one hot, hard, 
firm, stiff, thick, uncut cock. |'m very clean, out 
going and open-minded. 


Box 2394: Dominant male, 41, 6'2", 220Ib, 
blue eyes, dark hair and moustache, 7"cut, 
average looks and build. I'm a great believer in 
the value of discipline and a firm hand. I'm 
looking for a submissive who loves to please, 
who needs and enjoys cock, ball, 
and tit torture, bondage, ver- 
bal abuse, light to mod- 
erate _ flagellation, 
spanking and 
much much 
more. Your age, 
looks or physi 
cal condition 
are not impor- 
tant as long as 
you're totally 
submissive 
live to please, 
are superclean 
and discreet 


Box 2438: I'm 21, 

submissive male, 5'10°, 

brown hair, hazel eyes, 140\b, 

7 -1/2" uncut. I'm into everything and 

anything for the first time. I'm not into a lot of 

pain or blood but anything else, I'm willing to 

serve, |'m looking for a master, under 30, who 
is willing to show this first timer a good time. 


Box 2334: I'm Mark, 28, semi-shy guy who is 
new to the lifestyle and very curious. |'m look- 
ing to talk to other guys to share their expen- 
ences and maybe some fantasies. I'm very 
open-minded and so are you. We can discuss 
just about anything, I'm really looking forward 
to find someone to talk to, to get off and enjoy 
each other. Try me. 


TRANSGENDER 


Box 2302: This bisexual, attached guy likes to 
wear stockings, garterbelts, spiked high heels 
and other women's lingerie. I'm looking for 
another man who likes to wear the same thing, 
possibly a TV or TS. | would like to experience 
some very sexual opportunities that we could 
share with each other. | do have a place to 
entertain. I'm 29, long blonde hair, blue eyes, 
5'9", 170lb and | have great legs. 


Box 2323: This very passionate and sensi- 
tive TV in her late 30s is looking forward to 
meeting other males, females, couples or 
other TVs. | am slim, have a very smooth 
body and very passable. | love to give oral 
and love to receive anal. | look forward to 
serious replies only. | can entertain. 


Box 2325: I'm Wolfe, 24, white male, brown 
hair, hazel eyes, 5'10", 190lb, muscular, wide 
shoulders, barrel chest. | am a bisexual who is 
looking for very passable TVs or TGs for a 
casual ongoing relationship, | am attached and 
my wife is very much aware of what | am doing 
and does not have a problem with it 


Box 2387: Ladies! I'm 32, 5'7", single, unat- 
tached, professionally employed, dominant 
male is looking for a transsexual or TG for dat 
ing companionship. I'm not looking for anything 
that is too outlandish, just an attractive com- 
panion who enjoys pleasing a man 


Box 2446: I'm a professional ir 

I'm looking for the same. You a 

over 5'10", athletic, good-looking. Classic 
chiseled good looks would be a definite 
bonus. You are looking for more than a fetist 
or to just fulfill a fantasy. I've done that and 
it's over with. | want to find someone that | 
can hang out with, get to know, have fun. We 
can go to movies, go hiking, skiing and any- 
hing that ‘normal’ people do and we can see 
where things go from there 


Box 2447: Once you've had a transsexual you 
can never go back. Ladies, this married, white 
male in his mid-30s is looking for TSs or very 
feminine TVs for a very hot time. | don’t have a 
place to entertain so that is a must 


Box 2454: I'm Lisa. I'm a very Sexy, very 
attractive transvestite. | have long brown hair, 
beautiful cut eyes, high cheekbones, a very 
smooth and feminine body. I'm 5'8°, 140Ib. | 
am very open-minded. I'm into exotic clothing 
Box 2461: I'm 28, 62", 190lb, very open- 
minded and into anything interesting like fetish- 
es, fantasies, crossdressing and especially 
taboo-type subjects. You are too. 


Box 2470: I'm Shane. Looking for a transgen- 
dered individual, either a transvestite or a trans- 
sexual. I've very open-minded, do love receiv- 
ing oral and may give oral in return. | am a 
straight male. I'm 5'10", brown hair, blue eyes, 
175lb, 7 -1/2"cut 


Box 2480: | like very much to dress in 
women's lingerie. I'd like to meet somebody 
else who would like to do the same thing to 
play. Let's have some good fun 


Gt 1 


Box 2488: I'm 30, martied, bi guy. I'm into 
dressing up in lingerie and mini-skirts, heels. 
Looking for other guys who are interested in 
the same thing to have some casual get- 
togethers. 


Box 2495: Dominant, aggressive, raunchy, 
kinky guy looking for very hot, good-looking, 
relatively smooth bodied young guys who are 
macho and masculine who like to crossdress 
and be feminized. You are a submissive guy 
who is straight acting and looking as a guy. 
You would like to be my bitch. Let me know 
how you like to play. I'm 36, 5’9", 165lb, 
tanned, smooth body, pierced tongue. 


BISEXUALS) 


Box 2343: | am a blind male in my late 50s. 
Looking for a gay or bi male around my own 
age for friendship as well as sex. I'm looking for 
someone who would enjoy going out for cof- 
fee, walks, movies and other activities. 


Box 2376: Average-looking, bi guy, 40, 
though | look much younger, 6 -1/2" cut, 
nicely endowed, 5'11", 190lb, well-built 
Basically into the oral, giving and receiving. 
| do like my women, so threesomes or four- 
somes would be okay. No disappointment 
here. I'm Mark 


Box 2440: I'm 28, married male. New to 
this scene with no experience but I’m look- 
ing to try something new. I'm looking for 
athletic guys who are physically fit. I'd like to 
start going to the gym and would like some- 
body to go with. | would like to start jogging 
and have a jogging buddy. We could also go 
out and shoot pool, stuff like that and see 
what comes of it. If anything sexual comes 
out of it that's great. 


Box 2481: Submissive, white, bi male, 5'10°, 
160lb, blue eyes, 7*cut. Looking for a domi- 
nant couple to get into crossdressing, light 
bondage. |'m very oral, into giving and receiv- 
ng! to and from both sexes. 


Box 2498: Mid-40s, healthy, attractive male 
from Vancouver. I'm in Calgary fairly often on 
business. |'m looking for a male/female cou- 
ple. I'm bi-curious. I've had a couple of brief 
experiences and | found them quite enjoy- 
able. Friendship is important. I'm very dis- 
creet and clean. I'm 5'11", 200\b, hairy 
ee in good shape 


Box 2502: Attractive, 38, bi guy, 6'2", 210Ib, 
dark hair, moutache and goatee. I'm looking for 
a fit, attractive guy, under 45 in the downtown 
area who wants me to come over to his place 
and service his cock and balls with my hot 
mouth. | don't want anything in return. | just 
want to suck you until you come. 


my TTT Ty. 
WW. CruliSeine.ca 


alo ah mmes 779494 
AIS SII22 


Crulseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay owned and operated not for profit company. For payment methods or more information, call Customer Service (Calgary) 1-877-882-2010 (Edmonton) 1-877-882-2007. Special offer for new members! 


MRIINE Iii 


reel 
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LANTITNERE, ANTTINE 
CAUGary: 216-2630 
Ret] D22r: 309-0822 


Grande Prairi2: 314-586¢ 


AIO 
MENNNOGODS: 554-9922 
*MUST PRE-BOOK 


© dont drink dnd drive. 


service message brou t to youby QUTLEQKS and tnceractivdhtarem 


